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My Friend 
By Elizabeth Edmonds 
1 Peter 5:7 


Y DAILY life is cumbered 
With ceaseless toil and care, 
But I’ve a Friend who carries 
The burdens I must bear. 


And oh, my heart rejoices 
As up the hill I climb 

For He walks close beside me 
And strengthens all the time. 


When the long road is twisted 
For weary mile on mile 

He solves the puzzling problems 
That vex me all the while. 


At last with Him ‘in Heaven 
From care and toil set free 

Pll worship and adore Him 
For all He’s done for me! 


w 
“With the King for His Work” 


Do we not often forget what a very 
great privilege it is to be the servants 
of the Most High God? All who are 
Tedeemed by the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are in direct, daily con- 
tact and communion with the Creator 
of the universe, the Sovereign of 
Heaven and earth, the King of kings 
and Lord of lords, the one who is om- 
_‘hipresent, omniscient, and omnipotent. 
Through the new and living way which 
Christ has opened for us it is our high 
Privilege to approach our Heavenly 
Father in prayer and “make all our 
Wants and wishes known.” And _ this 


Wwe do with the assurance, founded 
Squarely on the Scripture, that His ear 
‘is open to our cry and that He has the 








“Hitherto 
hath the Lord 
helped us” 






power to do all that is best for us in 
spite of all that earth and hell can do 
against us. A heartening message comes 
with freshness on an attractive card 
sent out by Columbia Bible College, 
Columbia, S. C., showing the architect’s 
drawing of the new campus of the 


College now under construction. Per- 
haps the unsigned message was written 
by the president, Dr. G. Allen Fleece. 
It reads: “1959 year verse, ‘There they 
dwelt with the king for his work’ (1 
Chron. 4:23). In the heart of the great 
genealogy that summarizes the line of 
Christ throughout the Old Testament 
and prepares for His coming we find 
our year verse for 1959. Its immediate 
reference is to the sons of Judah, the 
brethren of the king, who dwelt with 
him for his work. It speaks to us of 
our glorious heritage as sons of God 
who may dwell continually with our 
King for His work. Our verse is the 
secret of blessed and fruitful service. 
The secret of doing His work is not to 
dwell with the work, but with the 
King. There is a great difference. The 
branch does not abide in its fruitbear- 
ing, but in the vine. To dwell with the 
work is weakness; to dwell with the 
King is everlasting strength. We dwell 
not with our problems, but with the 
King; not with our circumstances, but 
with the King; not with our feelings, 


ve 


ll. Does the Bible 


but with the King; not with our sinful- 
ness, but with the King; not with our 
helplessness, but with the King. And 
‘in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.’ 
‘He that dwelleth in the secret place 
of the most High shall abide under the 
shadow of the Almighty.’” Those five 
contrasts pointed out by the writer 
should encourage every Christian 
worker, for it is as true of all who are 
serving the Lord everywhere as it was 
of the sons of Judah and as it is of the 
faithful staff of Columbia Bible Col- 
lege (which, by the way, was founded 
by Dr. Robert C. McQuilkin, who was 
for some years Associate Editor of THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Times and subsequently 
its leading lesson writer). When we 
find ourselves occupied with our prob- 
lems, circumstances, feelings, sinfulness, 
helplessness, let us, by His grace, call 
a halt to the train of dismal thoughts 
and look up to the King, with whom 
we dwell for His work. To every one 
of His own even today come these 
tender words, “The eternal God is thy 
refuge, and underneath are the ever- 
lasting arms: and he shall thrust out 
the enemy from before thee .. .” (Deut, 
33:27). This text comes from the very 
Book from which the Lord Jesus Christ 
quoted three times in His tremendous 
face-to-face combat with Satan as He 
was just beginning His public ministry 
(Matt. 4:1-11). And we are much bet- 
ter off than Judah was, for we can be 
“looking unto Jesus the author and 
finisher of our faith; who for the joy 
that was set before him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and is set 
down at the right hand of the throne 
of God” (Heb. 12:2). . 


Teach Total . 


Abstinence? 


By William H. Walker, Miami Bible Institute 


"Tere are those who ask, “Are 
there not some verses in the Bible 
that make allowance for moderate 
drinking?” Let us consider the five 
principal passages that have confused 
earnest believers. 

John 2:1-11—Jesus performed His 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“When he giveth quietness, who 
then can make trouble?” (Job 34: 
29.) 























first miracle by turning water into 
wine. Those who teach that the wine 
was fermented use this example as 
proof that the Lord set His approval 
upon moderate drinking. However, a 
closer look at the passage reveals a pic- 
ture quite to the contrary. If the as- 
sumption is true that the guests had 
been drinking intoxicating wine and 
were already “well drunken” (v. 10), 
then how can anyone say that Jesus is 
teaching a lesson in moderate drinking 
by making between 108 and 162 gallons 
more of intoxicating wine, better and 
stronger than that already consumed? 
That would really have led to a 
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drunken spree. The Communists have 
so pictured the Lord in their blasphe- 
mous propaganda. 

The key to understanding this passage 
is found in verse 4, where Jesus said to 
His mother, “Woman, what have I to do 
with thee?”1 Literally, the question 


may be translated, “Woman, what is ° 


there between me and thee?” The 
same question was asked by evil spirits 
when talking to Jesus (Luke 4:34; 8: 
28). Obviously there was nothing in 
common between the holy Son of God 
and the demons of Satan. But what 
of the relationship between Him and 
Mary! This question of Jesus consti- 
tutes a severe rebuke because of Mary’s 
words: “They have no wine.” 

Possibly the appearance of the Lord 

with the disciples created an embar- 
rassing situation for the bridegroom 
who had not anticipated so many 
guests. The supply of wine was ex- 
hausted. Quite naturally Mary” ex- 
plained the predicament to Jesus. Since 
He had not yet performed a miracle, 
it is questionable that she expected 
any special act of creatidn. But she 
was thinking of fermented wine, such 
as the guests had ‘been drinking. To 
have supplied more intoxicating drink 
would have been completely foreign to 
the character of the Lord Jesus. He 
had nothing in common with this liquid 
poison. 
' Why then did He proceed to turn 
water into wine? There is no difficulty 
here, when we recognize that the Greek 
word “oinos” was used in the New: 
Testament for both sweet wine and 
fermented wine. (Luke 5:37 speaks of 
“new wine.”) Just as the word “cider” 
up in New England may mean “sweet 
cider” or “hard cider” so also “oinos” 
was used for both fermented and un- 
fermented wine. 

Light is thrown upon the.use of the 
term by Dr. Lyman Abbott in his “Dic- 
tionary of Religious Knowledge” (p. 
973): “Fermented wine was the least 
common (in Biblical times) and the 
percentage of alcohol was small. New 
wines were wholly without alcohol and © 
were easily preserved in this condition 
for several months. There were also 
wines in which, by boiling or by drugs, 
the process of fermentation was pre- 
vented and alcohol excluded. These 
were mixed with water and constituted 
the most common drink of the land.” 

Why did the ruler of the feast refer 
to the wine Jesus made as better than 
the fermented wine they had been 
drinking? Would anyone accustomed 
to drinking say that “grape juice” was 
the best, after imbibing well-seasoned 
alcoholic wine? This objection really 
constitutes no problem whatsoever. The 
Son of God who was able to make wine 
out of water was also able to make a 
drink that would call forth this com-\ 
ment of praise. Whatever He made 
would be the best. To say that His 
wine was better because it was stronger 
with a higher alcoholic content would 





18ee fuller discussion in Ernest Gordon's 

book, “Christ, the Apostles, and Wine’ (Na- 
tional Women’s Christian Temperance Union, 
Evanston, Ill., 40 cents), 
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be charging Him with an attempt to 
thoroughly intoxicate these guests. This 
passage presents an object lesson for 
either complete abstinence (if Jesus 
made sweet wine) or drunkenness (if 
he made intoxicating wine). Consider- 
ing the state of the “well-drunken 
guests” and the quantity of new wine 
created, there is no support here for 
moderate drinking. Knowing the holy 
character of Jesus Christ and the re- 
peated condemnation of winebibbers 
and drunkenness in the Bible, we are 
Satisfied that He created a sweet, un- 
fermented wine. 

Matthew 11:16-19—In this passage 
the Lord observed -that His rejection 
by the people was imminent. He was 
not being received by the nation Israel 
any more than John the Baptist was re- 
ceived. John lived apart in the desert, 


and they said, “He hath a devil.” In - 


contrast Jesus mixed freely with the 
people, eating and drinking with them. 
Of Him they said,.“Behold a man glut- 
tonous, and a winebibber.” Now it is 
obvious that they were wrong on all 
these counts. John did not have a de- 
mon. Jesus certainly was not a glut- 
tonous man nor a winebibber. 

(To be continued) 








Notes on Open Letters 


“If God Will Be With Me” 


In Genesis 28:15 we read God’s 
promise to be with Jacob. In verse 
20 Jacob says, “If God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat, 
and raiment to put on, so that I come 
again to my father’s house in peace; 
then shall the Lord be my God.” 
Was it a case of Jacob’s doubting 
God’s Word, or could the “if” per- 
haps be translated “since”? Should 
“since” be possible, then Jacob has 
come a long way spiritually in a 
comparatively short time. For an 
interesting side light on the whole 
episode, see verse 13 in the Septu- 
agint, “The Lord leaned over it [the 
ladder].” Verses 15 and 20 in the 
Septuagint are good—see the use of 
“watching over."—A New Jersey 
reader. 

“Tf” in the Scripture can often be 
translated “since.” For example, this 
is so in Colossians 3:1: “If ye then be 
risen with Christ, seek those things 
which are above, where Christ sitteth 
on the right hand of God.” A marginal 
note at this point in the Companion 
Bible refers to Appendix 118, which 
comments thus on the word “if”: “Fol- 
lowed by the Indicative Mood, the hy- 
pothesis is assumed as an actual fact, 
the condition being unfulfilled, but no 
doubt being thrown upon the supposi- 
tion (1 Cor. 15:16).” It is not necessary 
to suppose that Jacob was expressing 
doubt of God’s promise in Genesis 28: 
20. Matthew Henry says: 

“Now in this vow observe, 1. Jacob’s 
faith. God had said (v. 15), I am with 
thee, and will keep thee. Jacob takes 
hold of this, and infers, ‘Seeing God 






will be with me, and will keep me, 


as he hath said, and (which is implied 


in that promise) will provide comfort- 
ably for me,—and seeing he has prom- 
ised to bring me again to this land, 
that is, to the house of my father, whom 
I hope to find alive at my return in 
peace’ (so unlike was he to Esau who 
longed for the days of mourning for 
his father),—‘I depend upon it.’ Note, 
God’s promises are to be the guide and 
measure of our desires and expecta- 
tions.” 


Jamieson, Fausset and Brown agree 
with this view, saying: 


“This vow has often been presented 
in a light injurious to the character of 
Jacob, as indicating that his mind was 
so wholly engrossed with his present 
state and necessities that he felt no in- 
terest in the temporal blessings guar- 
anteed to his posterity, or in the spir- 
itual good which, through their medium, 
would be conveyed, in remote ages, to 
the world at large; and that, so far 
from having exalted views of the prov- 
idential government of God, he con- 
fined his thoughts exclusively to his 
personal affairs and his immediate pro- 
tection, as well as suspended his de- 
votedness to the Divine service on the 
condition of God’s pledges being re- 
deemed. But it should be borne in 
mind that it was in consequence of the 
vision, and of the promises made to 
him during the night, in the most un- 
expected manner, by. the Divine Being, 
that he vowed his vow the next morn- 
ing—a vow indicative of his profound 
feelings of gratitude, as well as of 
reverence, and intended to be simply 
responsive to the terms in which the 
grace of his heavenly Benefactor and 
Guardian was tendered. Nay, so far is 
he from betraying a selfish and worldly 
spirit, the moderation of his desires is 


remarkable; and the vow, when placed . 


in a just light, will be seen to evince 


. the simplicity and the piety of Jacob's 


mind. .. . The words of Jacob are not 
to be considered as implying a doubt, 
far less as stating the condition or terms 
on which he would dedicate himself to 
God. Let ‘if? be changed into ‘since,’ 
and the language will appear a proper 
expression of Jacob’s faith—an evidence 
of his having truly embraced the prom- 
ise. And the vow as recorded should 
stand thus: ‘If (since) God will be with 
me, and will keep me in this way that 
I go, and will give me bread to eat and 
raiment to'put on, so that I come again 
to my father’s house in peace; and if 
(since) the Lord shall be my God, then 
this stone, which I have set up for a 
pillar, shall be God’s house,’ where I 
shall erect an altar and worship Him.” 

As the reader says, the Septuagint 
rendering of certain verses inthis pas- 
sage are very helpful. 
mentioned are rendered as_ follows: 

(Continued on page 289) 
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Revival or Desttuction—Which? 


‘Glimpses of past revivals and. what brought them 


Y FAR the greatest need of Amer- 
ica today is another great revival 
—a mighty spiritual awakening. 

The great question is: How can such 
.an awakening be brought to pass? The 
answer is simply this: Another mighty 
spiritual awakening will come to pass 
in precisely the same way as they have 
come in the past—through earnest, ef- 
fectual, believing prayer—prayer that 
will not take no for an answer. 

It was when 120 pepple gathered to- 
gether in that upper room in Jerusalem, 
and spent ten days in earnest inter- 
cession, that the fire fell from Heaven 
on the day of Pentecost, and 3,000 souls 
were born again into. the Kingdom of 
God. Soon afterward 5,000 Jews were 
saved in a single day. The disciples 


went up and down the known world* 


proclaiming the Gospel in the power 
of the Holy Ghost, and ere long a large 
‘ part of the world of that day had been 
Christianized! 

This is the way revival has come 
throughout the long centuries. In 1630 
there was to be a great open-air gath- 
ering in Scotland. The people assem- 
bled on the preceding day. A young 
man named John Livingston was chosen 
_ to preach the sermon. Because of the 
importance of the meeting the follow- 
ing day, the people separated into little 
groups and spent the whole night cry- 
ing to God for a mighty. outpouring of 
the Holy Ghost. The young minister 
who was to speak to the great gather- 
ing joined one of the groups, and all 
cried earnestly to God all night long 
for a great outpouring of the Holy 
Ghost. 


When the Fire Fell - 


The next morning when the young 
man began to speak to the great audi- 
ence, the Spirit of God came upon him 
in mighty power. For two hours and 
a half the young man spoke with burn- 
ing lips to the great audience. The 
heavenly “fire” fell upon the multitude 
and the scene was like another Pente- 
cost. The Rev. John Shearer in his 
book “Old Time Revivals” (out of 
print) tells the story of what happened: 

“The Spirit filled the speaker with a 
fullness that must be outpoured. The 
people seemed rooted to the ground in 
a great stillness. Five hundred men 
and women, some from the high ranks 
of society, some poor wastrels and beg- 
gars, were converted where they stood, 
and lived from that day as those who 
had indeed received a new heart and 
a new spirit. The memory of that day 
has never died, and the very telling of 
the story has proved a fount of re- 
vival.” 


In the early days of the American 
colonies, the fire of God again fell from 
Heaven in a great spiritual awakening, 





Many Christian organizations have 
noted a falling off in gifts in reeent 
months. When a friend asked Dr. 
Ernest M. Wadsworth, director of 
The Great Commission Prayer 
League, why he thought the League’s 
funds had fallen off, the latter re- 
plied that he believed it was be- 
cause of the League’s emphasis “on 
truth relative to Christian behavior 
at a time when people are turning 
away from it, and want fine words 
and fair, flattering speeches.” 

“It took the death of these five 
young men in the flower of their 
manhood, to shake an apathetic, car- 
nal church,” writes Phil Saint of 
his brother Nate, in a bulletin of 
the Spanish Evangelistic Crusades. 
“What more will it take to bring us 
to full awareness of our miserable 
selfishness, our. childish pretending? 
When will we face up to world-wide 
challenge, and really do our part— 
as these men did theirs?” 

What these men have just recently 
said fits in with the urgent message 
of this article by Mr. Davis, execu- 
tive secretary of the Million Testa- 
ments Campaigns. He is the author 
of a little book on revival, “When 
the Fire Fell,” which may be had 
from him at 1505 Race St., Philadel- 
phia 2, at 35 cents a copy or three 
copies for $1. 








under the leadership: of Jonathan Ed- 
wards. ‘ 

Mr. Shearer’ gives a graphic picture 
of how the fire fell: 

“In the early months of 1735 the peo- 
ple pressed into the church daily, and 
for a time Northampton was literally 
filled with the presence of God. In al- 
most every house parents were rejoic- 
ing over- their children, and in the 
sanctuary the tears of penitence, of new- 
found joy, and deep compassion flowed 
freely. The whole congregation became 
like a heavenly choir,.and praise was a 
sweet and holy sacrifice. 


A Revival of Bible Reading ; 


“The Bible was a new book Texts 
that had been read a thousand times 
appeared with such fresh and novel 
interest that even old saints were 
tempted to think they had never seen 
them before, and regarded them with 
a strange wonder. Young converts read 
their Bibles with such eager intensity 
that their eyes became dimmed, and 
they could not distinguish the letters. 
The tavern was emptied, and in the 
streets men paused to speak to one 
another of the beauty and matchless 
love of Christ. 

“Ministers from other parts came to 
witness these wonders of divine grace. 
When they recounted them to their 


By GEORGE T. B. DAVIS ° 


people, the Spirit used their testimony, 
often in a remarkable way. The fire 
spread thus from town to town and 
from county to county. It spread not 
only throughout New England; it passed 
also to other lands.” 

At this time also there was a great 
spiritual awakening among the Ameri- 
can Indians. David Brainerd felt a 
mighty constraining call of God to 
preach the Gospel to the American 
Indians who were degraded and, bound 
by strong drink—“firewater”—and other 
terrible evils. Brainerd went to work 
among them for several months, but 
his health became impaired and he re- 
turned to his home in New England. 
He was offered the pastorate of a 
church of “wealthy and kindly people”; 
and his‘heart went out in love to the 
daughter of Jonathan Edwards. But 
day by day he heard in his soul the 
pitiful cries of the poor lost Indians 
who were so degraded and steeped in 
sin. ' 


A Deliberate Surrender 


He made the great decision. He de- 
liberately gave up a life of ease and 
comfort, and went back into the wil- 
derness to proclaim the Gospel to “his 
poor Indians.” With dauntless heroism 
he went from place to place preaching 
to various Indian tribes. His tours 
among the tribes covered “more than 
three thousand miles, through forests, 
over dangerous mountains, in fierce 
rains, and freezing cold.” _ 

As time went on Brainerd realized 
more and more that it was only through 
the mighty power of God, and the fire 
falling from Heaven, that the hardened 
hearts of the stolid Indians could be 
changed. He decided to give himself 
unreservedly to intercessory prayer. It 
is said that “whole nights were spent 
in agonizing prayer in the dark woods, 
his clothes drenched with the sweat of 
his travail.” As the result of such in- 
tense fervent intercession it is little 
wonder that the windows of Heaven 
were opened and the fire fell. Mr. 
Shearer tells the thrilling story: 

“Suddenly the Spirit was .outpoured 
upon the whole region of the Susque- 
hanna. His first audience there had 
consisted of. four women and a few 
children. Now there came streaming 
in upon him from all sides a host of 
men and women, who pressed upon 
him, and, grasping the bridle of his 
horse, besought him with intense ear- 
nestness to tell them the way of sal- 
vation.” ; 

“As the days passed he had full proof 
that a Heaven-sent revival had come. 
A passion for righteousness possessed 
the converts. The wretched victims of 
the ‘firewater’ were delivered, and the 
Indian camps were cleansed at once 
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from their physical and moral filthi- 
ness. The love of Christ expelled every 
unlovely thing. As one poor woman 
expressed it, ‘Me to be Him for all,’ be- 
came the motto of their lives. They 
became themselves ardent missionaries 
of the Cross. The light spread through 
all that dark region, and a strong In- 
dian church was established.” 


In another land across the sea the 
fire fell from Heaven in answer to 
earnest intercessory prayer. In the 
early part of the eighteenth century 
the spiritual life of the people of Great 
Britain was at a low ebb. 

But John Wesley and George White- 
field, and others of like mind, were not 
content to let conditions remain in a 
state of stagnation. They were men of 
vision, men of faith, men of prayer. 
They began to cry to God for an out- 
pouring of His Spirit. Whole nights 
were spent in intercessory prayer. At 
length the fire of God fell upon them 
in the early morning hours of one of 
these all-night prayer meetings. Wesley 
in his Journal tells what happened: 
“About three in the morning, as we 
were continuing instant in prayer, the 
power of God came mightily upon us, 
insomuch that many cried out for ex- 
ceeding joy, and many fell to the 
ground.” 

Filled with the Spirit of God, Wesley 
and Whitefield and others went every- 
where preaching the Gospel. Like a 
gale from Heaven they went up and 
down the British Isles preaching to 
vast multitudes sometimes numbering 
20,000 and more. Their zeal for souls 
was so great that they came over to 
America and helped greatly in evan- 
gelizing our new land. The Rt. Hon. 
Lloyd George, British Prime Minister 
during the First World War, declared 
that “the revival under Wesley changed 
the history of the British Isles.” 


One of the most remarkable revivals 
in the history of the Christian Church 
was that which swept over the United 
States in the middle of the nineteenth 
century. It was born in prayer, and 
carried forward through earnest inter- 
cessory prayer throughout the nation. 
The great awakening was known as 
the “Revival of ’57.” 

The revival meetings conducted by 
Charles G. Finney before the great 
awakening of °’57 were doubtless the 
fount and mainspring of that .amazing 
work of grace. Mr. Finney was filled 
with the Spirit of God and for some two- 
score years went up and down the 
United States like a gale from Heaven. 


Mr. Finney was a lawyer in the State 
of New York. Much prayer ascended 
to the Throne for his conversion. 
Finally he was saved. and received a 
mighty infilling of the Holy Spirit at 
the time of his conversion. This re- 
markable outpouring of the Spirit of 
God upon the young lawyer was doubt- 
less God’s call to him to become an 
evangelist, and to preach the Gospel 
with such power as few men have pro- 
claimed it since the days of Paul. 

Powerful revival meetings were con- 
ducted by Mr. Finney in Philadelphia 
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and nearby cities; Multitudes -were 
saved, and great numbers of Christians 
,» were .wondrously quickened in the 
faith. During the meetings in Phila- 
delphia some lumbermen came down 
to the city from what was called the 
lumber region, extending along the 
headwaters of the Delaware River. 
These visitors caught the revival fire 
and carried it back to the scattered 
lumbermen in the forests of the lumber 
region. 

A revival followed which -was one 
of the most remarkable in the annals 
of evangelism. Mr. Finney tells how 
the fire spread among the scattered 
people living in the forests in that part 
of Pennsylvania. He said: 

“These men that came down with 
lumber attended our meetings, and 
quite:a number of them were hopefully 
converted. . They went back into the. wil- 
derness, and began to pray for the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit, and to tell 
the people around them what they had 
seen in Philadelphia, and to exhort 
them to attend to their salvation. 
Their efforts were immediately blessed, 
and the revival. began to take hold 


and to spread among those lumbermen, 
It went on in a most powerful and re- 
markable manner. It spread to such 
an extent that in many cases persons 
would be convicted and converted who 
had not attended. any meetings and 
who were almost as_ ignorant ag 
heathen. Men who were getting out 
lumber, and were livihg in little shan- 
ties alone, or where two or three or 
more were together, would be seized 
with such conviction that it would léad 
them to wander off and inquire what 


they should do; and they would be con- \ 


verted. And thus the revival spread, 
There was the greatest simplicity man- 
ifested by the converts. 


“Later two or three men from this 
lumber region came there to see me, 
and to inquire how they could get 
some ministers to go in there. They 
said that not less than five thousand 
people had been converted in that lum- 
ber region; that the revival had ex- 
tended itself along for eighty miles, 
and there was not a single minister of 


the Gospel there.” 


(Continued on page 289) 


ll. “Let God Be True’ 


Concluding answers to seven “Jehovah's Witnesses” errors 


3. THE DENIAL OF THE PERSONALITY AND 
DEITY OF THE AUTHOR OF SCRIPTURE 


WATCH TOWER leaflet, “The Trin- 

ity, Divine Mystery or Pagan 
Myth?” labels the Holy Spirit of Truth 
“God’s active force sent forth to accom- 
plish His purpose.” Then ,the writer of 
this terrible falsehood blandly attached 
Zechariah 4:6 as “proof” of the above 
statement. 


Well, we shall just “let God be true” 
in this very connection. In the first 
place Zechariah declared that God does 
not do His work by force, by might, by 
power, or by influence, but by His living, 
personal Spirit. An active force does 
not speak. But Acts 13:2 tells us that 
“the Holy Spirit said ...” 


In Acts 8:29 we read again, “Then 
the Spirit said .. .” An active force 
does not appoint, commission, and send 
out living people. But Acts 13:3, 4 ad- 
vises u¢ in language simple enough for 
a young child to understand that the 
Holy Spirit so commissioned and sent 
out people. To be consistent with this 
“active force” theory we should have 
to read Ephesians 4:30 thus, “And 
grieve not God’s active force.” A force 
or influence cannot be grieved or of- 
fended, but only a living being. Con- 
tinuing the argument, we may reason- 
ably ask, “How could an active force 
have any moral sense of right and 
wrong?” As Genesis 6:3 and John 16: 
8 announce, God has always dealt with 
man’s moral responsibilities by His liv- 
ing, personal, divine Holy Spirit. 

The Watch Tower leaflet, previously 
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By the Rev. J. M. MURRAY, 
Teacher at Prairie Bible Institute 


referred to, contains two questions that: 


perfectly confirm the Bible statement 
that the natural man is spiritually 
blind. The first question reads: “And 
what about the holy spirit (‘ghost’)? 
Can a person be poured-out on others? 
Can people be baptized with a person?” 
First Corinthians 2:14 declares, “But the 
natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God: for they are fool- 
ishness unto him: neither can he know 
them, because they are spiritually dis- 
cerned.” . . 

A really glaring error follows to make 
the condemnation of this leaflet complete. 
We quote: “Stepher and John saw the 
Father and the Son in heavenly visions, 
but not the Holy Ghost.” Then for 
some reason the writer of the leaflet 
pointed to Matthew 3:11 to which the 
reader may refer for himself. But let 
us read on to Matthew 3:16. It is writ- 


_ten, “And he [Jesus] saw the Spirit of 


God descending like a dove.” In John 
1:32, 33 John, the writer, recorded that 
John the Baptist “saw the Spirit de- 
scending.” Now John 1:33 shows us 
that this descending of the Spirit on 
the One who came to John to be bap- 
tized was to confirm to him that he 
was baptizing none other than the sin- 
less Son of God Himself. The Watch 
Tower leaflet states that John did not 
see the Holy Ghost. The Bible plainly 
declares that he did. Or what do the 
above statements from Scripture mean, 
if he did not? 
God be true? The Word of God plainly 
teaches that the Holy Spirit is a person 
and that He is a divine person. 
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’ This attack on the deity of the Holy 
Spirit introduces us to a brief consider- 
ation of the attitude ofthe Jehovah’s 
Witnesses movement toward the Bible 
doctrine of the Godhead. 


4. THe DENIAL OF THE DOCTRINE 
OF THE TRINITY 


Mr. Russell once wrote something 
to the effect that this was “Trini- 
tarian nonsense taught by gray-haired 
professors.” 
haps for quipping, that if the persons 
who first declared the doctrine of the 
Trinity to be “Trinitarian nonsense” 
were alive today, they would be more 
than white-haired. The early church 
had to meet such denials of Bible truth 
seventeen or eighteen centuries ago. 
Answering to his expression that this 
doctrine is “nonsense” we would re- 
mind our readers that to the natural 
man the things of the Spirit of God are 
“foolishness” or “nonsense.” 

The Scriptures teach unity and trin- 
ity in relation to the Godhead, unity of 
God and trinity of personalities. But 
the strength of the Bible’s teaching of 
the Trinity doctrine does not lie in 
plain Bibte statements to the effect that 
the Trinity is a fact. The word “Trin- 
ity” does not occur in the entire Bible, 
but the deity of the Son and the deity 
of the Spirit become clear to the honest 
heart in a Bible study of these two di- 
vine persons. The structure of truth 
in the Word of God would fall apart on 
a teaching that the Son and the Spirit 
‘are merely creatures. Hebrews 11:3 
lays down the great principle of ability 
to receive the mysteries of God’s truth: 
“Through faith we understand...” Re- 
*fusal to believe in the deity of the 
Spirit involves the doctrine of the Trin- 
ity or vice versa. The teaching that 
there is no trinity of divine personalities 
brings us to consider another error 
taught by this movement. 


5. THE DENIAL OF THE DEITY 
oF JESUS CHRIST 


About the year 1870 C. T. Russell 
‘came forward with a-doctrine, formerly 
advanced around A.D. 320 by an early 
church “pastor” named Arius, to the 
effect that Jesus Christ was a created 
being, a sort of demigod person. In 
fact I read one time in a book based 
on Russell’s teachings that Christ was a 
creature kindred’ to Lucifer. The im- 
plication was that Christ and Lucifer 
(now Satan as we know) sustained a 
sort of brother relationship to each 
other. e 

Now the very Pharisees and Sad- 
ducees, who, humanly speaking, en- 
gineered the crucifixion of the Lord 
Jesus, were more fundamental than the 
two “pastors,” Arius and C. T. Russell. 
In John, chapter 10, we read that the 
Jews took up stones to stone Him be- 
cause, to quote their accusation, “that 
thou, being a man, makest thyself God.” 
These religious leaders believed that 
Jesus was teaching that He was indeed 
God in human form. They believed 
He was thus teaching, but they rejected 
the teaching. So in that respect they 
were just as guilty as C. T. Russell and 
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those who: follow his errors. Then they 
accomplished Christ's crucifixion for, as 
they. charged, the sin of blasphemy in 
that He made Himself out to be God. 
As if His sinless and miracle-working 
life was not enough proof of His deity! 
Even the centurion said, as recorded 
in Mark 15:39, “Truly this man was 
the Son of God.” But Mr. Russell 
taught that Jesus Christ was only a 
perfect man, an exact likeness of Adam 
before Adam sinned. 

The importance the Spirit*of God at- 
taches to the truth of the deity of Jesus 
came forcibly into the writer’s experi- 
ence years ago. Ata series of meetings 
conducted by a fellow worker and my- 
self, a man attended who appeared, 
judging by his “Amens,” etc., to under- 
line all our preaching. Yet the 
“Amens” did not touch a responsive 
chord in the writer. 

The gentleman in question invited 
your narrator to his home overnight. 
All evening there was that sense of 
lack of agreement. Indeed, it was such 
that I reproached myself for not hav- 
ing a free spirit of fellowship. 
there was no apparent reason. Puz- 
zled and almost. self-condemned I 
went to bed. 

Next morning’s breakfast table con- 
versation brought the mystery to solu- 
tion. In conversation we referred to 
the inability we had of fellowship with 
one who would not confess to the ab- 
solute deity of Jesus. To this our host 
(as a host he was kindness itself) re- 
plied: “O Brother, do you allow such 
a little matter as the question of the 
deity of:Christ to affect your fellow- 
ship with —— ? 

We learned in a very practical way 
that morning that the Spirit of God 
provides no fellowship with the Father 
and the Son for people who deny the 
absolute oneness of the Father and the 
Son in eternal Being. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses teaching on the 
person of Jesus Christ after His death 
brings up one more error to consider in 
this doctrinal connection. 





6. THE DENIAL OF JESUS 
Curist’s BopiLy RESURRECTION 


They teach that Christ’s body did 
not rise from the dead. Russell handed 
out some theory to the effect that it was 
“dissolved in gases, or in some other 
way.” Lay alongside this strange the- 
ory what our Lord Jesus Christ said to 
His unbelieving disciples: “Behold my 
hands and my feet, that it is I myself: 
handle me, and see; for a spirit hath 
not flesh and bones, as ye see me have” 
(Luke 24:49). If we are to “let God be 
true,” then we shall believe the Lord 
Jesus Christ and not C. T. Russell, Judge 
Rutherford, or any other of the teachers 
and teachings of this organization. We 
must take their advice which is, “Let 
God be true,” by not taking their teach- 
ing. This is not said to provoke laugh- 
ter at the expense of these folk, but we 
are bound to be straightforward in 
pointing out the true inconsistencies 

.and near absurdities of their views. 

We may conclude our thoughts on 

“this aspect of Jehovah’s Witnesses teach- 


Yet | 
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ing by relating it to the second coming 
of Christ and the error they teach in 
connection therewith. At the second 
coming of Christ the only marks in 
Messiah’s hands will be visible for Jews 
and for everybody to see. Revelation 
1:7 evidently teaches that: “And every 
eye shall see him, and they also which 
pierced him.” The first statement 
quoted makes it very clear that Christ 
did not return in 1874. Nor yet did He 
return in 1914. When He does return, 
“every eye shall see him.” That settles 
the fact of His not having yet returned. 
Matthew’s description of His second 
coming declares that it will be far more 


. spectacular than the flashing of light- 


ning. At the same time the fact of His 
(Continued on page 290) 
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Hawaii Will Welcome 
Christian Fellowship Tour 
in Fall of 1959 





N ADDITION to the diatiinl Alaskan - 

cruise sponsored by THE. SUNDAY 
Scuoot Times in July of this year, an 
attractive tour to Hawaii has been ar- 
ranged for the autumn. So many of 
the travelers who have benefited from 
the Christian Fellowship cruises to 
Alaska have indicated their desire for 
another trip to Hawaii that all plans 
have been made for the third tour to 
Hawaii from Chicago, October 19 to 
November 8. 

Avoiding the crowded midsummer 
and winter seasons in Honolulu, the 
Christian Fellowship Tour to Hawaii 
will be at a time of year when lower 
prices prevail, and when adequate ac- 
commodations ean be secured aboard 
the S.S. Lurline and on the Islands. 
The trip will include visits to three of 
the major: islands: Oahu, Hawaii, and 
Kauai. The Moana and the Royal Ha- 
waiian Hotels will be used at Waikiki 
Beach on Oahu, and the Kena Palms 
Hotel on Hawaii and the Coco Palm 
Lodge on Kauai. 

The Christian Fellowship Tour to 
Hawaii will be made in the trade wind 
season, which is the favorite time of 
the year for the natives. Moderate 
temperatures in the mid 70’s prevail; 
there is little or no rain, and cool 
breezes are frequent. 

A special illustrated folder, “Hawaii,” 
is ready for those interested. This will 
describe the entire trip, giving all de- 
tails of price, and so forth. Write tg 
Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, The Sunday School, 
Times Co., 325 North 13th Street, Phil- 
adelphia 5, Pa. Mr. and Mrs. Jaeger 
will accompany the tour throughout. 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 
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Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





titude of the. Roman Catholic 

Church toward the reading of the 
Bible by its lay members, in their re- 
spective languages, has undergone a 
tremendous change since the close of 
the nineteenth century. It would not 
be difficult to prove from papal an- 
nouncements, and from Catholic jour- 
nals, that the laity were all but warned 
against reading the modern English 
versions of the Old and New Testa- 
ments, and certainly were not encour- 
aged to be Bible students; rather, they 
were simply to listen to the voice of the 
Church for truth. This has all changed 
now—and for the good. Recently the 
Episcopal Committee of the Confra- 
ternity of Christian Doctrine, and 
the Catholic Biblical Association of 
America launched a Catholic Bible 
Week, for which elaborate brochures 
were issued giving suggestions for the 
awakening of new interest in the Word 
of God. Priests were urged to preach 
a sermon on the Bible, and societies 
were encouraged to secure speakers 
on Biblical subjects. Special interest 
would be aroused, it was noted, among 
students by the exhibition of Scripture 
books, pamphlets, and rare Bibles, 
works on Palestinian archaeology, etc. 
Pamphlets about the Bible were made 
available for free distribution. Smaller 
children were encouraged to partici- 
pate by the drawing and painting of 
Biblical scenes, the writing of Bible 
stories, the making of Bible costumes 
in sewing classes, the drawing of Bible 
maps, Bible memorization, and the like. 
Lists of audio-visual material and pho- 
nograph records were provided. 

In a paragraph speaking of the im- 
portance of the Scriptures, it is said, 
“Our Lord wished us to know some- 
thing of the end of the world and of 
heaven. He entrusted this knowledge 
in a vision to St. John, who recorded 
it in the Apocalypse, the last, book of 
the Bible.” 

It is not only in our own land that 
such movements are in evidence. In 
Brazil, the Roman Catholic Church has 
circulated a four-page leaflet promoting 
the distribution of 100,000 Bibles in the 
Valley of Itajai, containing quotations 
from such notable Protestants as Daniel 
Webster and Queen Victoria. The bro- 
chure advertises Bibles printed on vari- 
ous grades of paper, ranging in price 
from $1.90 to $3.75, and New Testaments 
from 44 cents to 75 cents. 

The United Bible Society Bulletin 
announces that at’ a 12-week open-air 
book fair recently held in Rio de Ja- 
neiro, over five thousand Bibles, Testa- 
ments, and Scripture portions were 
sold. 


State Support of England’s Church 
Schools.—A bitter controversy is now 
raging in the Houses of Parliament in 


Ri and Bible Reading.—The at- 


England over the question of support 
for church schools. The Anglican 
Church is state-supported—a situation 
we have never known in-our own coun- 
try. The Anglican Church has 3,527 
schools that are aided, and 4,412 schools 
under its control that are now asking 
for an increase grant. The Roman 
Catholic Church in England has 1,946 
aided schools. A recent issue of the 
Church Times says: “English church- 
men and Roman Catholics are agreed 
that the government should increase its 
grants towards existing schools from 
fifty to seventy-five per cent. But the 
Roman Catholic Church also“wants the 
additional benefit for all of its new 
schools. The total bill for schools for 
which the request to the government 
is now being made is approximately 
$950,000,000. The Non-Conformists in 
the British Parliament are urging that 
the Minister of Education not, help 
Anglican or Roman Catholic schools, 
but instead spend that money on ordi- 
nary state schools where religion is 
taught without denominational bias.” 


Asian Student Workers’ Conference. 
—Student workers from seven Asian 
countries, including university staff, 
graduates, and ministers, met for the 
first Asian Conference of the Interna- 
tional Fellowship of Evangelical Stu- 
dents in Hong Kong over the Christmas- 
New Year’s holiday. -The thirty-five 
delegates from India, Japan, Korea, the 
Philippines, Singapore, Malaya, Taiwan, 
Hong Kong, Australia, and New Zea- 
land met on beautiful Cheung Chau 
Island, an hour’s boat ride from the 
city at the Christian and Missionary 
Alliance Bible Seminary. 

Conference sessions discussed the 
problems facing Christian university 
students in seeking to maintain their 
faithful witness to the Saviour in the 
midst of many different conditions. In 
spite of language difficulties the dele- 
gates experienced the joy of a fellow- 
ship that transcended national barriers. 
Various commissions prepared special 
reports on the indigenous principles as 
applied to student witness, the attitude 
of Christian students toward Commu- 
nism, the work of Bible study and evan- 
gelism in the universities and colleges, 
the missionary responsibility of stu- 
dents, and the importance of suitable 
literature for university people. 

A deeper insight was received into 
God’s plans and purpose for student 
work in Asia. The delegates shared 
together their mutual experiences and 
problems and returned to their coun- 
tries with a renewed sense of God’s 
calling. 


Auca Men Visit Mission Station.— 
The- following news release has been 
received from the Missionary Aviation 
Fellowship regarding work among the 
Auca Indians: 





’ 
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By WILBUR M. SMITH, D.D, 


“Four Auca men accompanied Rachel 
Saint and Betty Elliot when they’ re- 
turned to their mission stations after 
an extended stay in the Auca territory, 

» The group included Dabu, who is ap- 
parently a leader in the Auca village, 

“This is the first time adult Auca 
men have made a friendly visit to a 
mission station. The group that pre- 
viously visited the Arajuno station and 
invited the missionaries to their village 
consisted of women and children. 

“The four men brought an interest- 
ing gift to Missionary Aviation Fellow- 
ship pilot Johnny Keenan: one of their 
barbed hardwood lances. They said it 
was the last lance they were going to 
make. Then Dabu admonished pilot 
Keenan, ‘You be careful with that and 
don’t kill anybody. You can kill an 
animal; but don’t kill anybody.’” 


Agitation for a World Supreme Court 
for Jewry, which would be & restored 
Sanhedrin, is increasing. Rabbi Dr. S. 
M. Lehrman, speaking before the Jew- 
ish National Fund in London, said that 
after spending eighteen weeks in Israel 
studying the place.of religion in the 
new Jewish state, he viewed Israel as 
a man who had climbed a mountain 
but had left his soul behind. “It is a 


wonderful country and the Israelis have . 


done marvels, but if you love Judaism 
you feel a bit sick at heart.” Dr. Lehr- 
man expressed his opinion that the 
greatest need in Israel at this time is’ 
for a central religious authority, a true 
Sanhedrin, which would revise Jewish 
law and define the boundaries of what 
might and might not be allowed. 


An Avalanche of Books.—Nearly 
three thousand years ago, Solomon said 
that of the making of books there was 
no end. I wonder how he would ex- 
press this fact today in the light of the 
enormous mass of literature coming 
from our presses. In 1958, the number 
of new books published in Great Brit- 
ain totaled 22,143, an increase of 1,424 
over the preceding year, and of sixteen 
per cent over 1956. Of this number, 
2,421 were novels and 1,803 were chil- 
dren’s books; on the serious side, the 
largest number was in the field of re- 
ligion, 1,028 volumes. Less than ten 
per gent of these books will have any 
particular significance twenty years 
from now; on the other hand, many, 
very importanf books on religious sub- 
jects are being issued just now, more 
than any one man can keep up with. 


‘ Accidents and Alcoholism.—The in- 
ternationally known physiologist, Dr. 
A. C. Ivy of the University of Illinois, 
has recently compiled the following 
statistics relative to the traffic accidents 
and alcoholic beverages: 


Korean battle deaths 33,629 
U.S. auto-liquor deaths 45,000 
Wounds, not mortal 103,284 
Auto-liquor wounded 2,508,000 
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International Uniform Lesson 





THE KING JAMES VERSION 

1 Sam. 18:5 And David went out whithersoever Saul sent 
him, and. behaved himself wisely: and Saul set him over the 
men of war, and he was accepted in the sight of all the peo- 
ple, and also in the sight of Saul’s servants. 

6 And it came to pass as they came, when David was re- 
turned from the slaughter of the Philistine, that the women 
came out of all cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet 
king Saul, with tabrets, with joy, and with instruments of 
musick. ; 

7 And the women answered one another as they played, 
and said, Saul hath slain his thousands, and David his ten 
thousands. 

8 And Saul was very wroth, and the saying displeased him; 
and he said, They have ascribed unto David ten thousands, 
and to me they have ascribed but thousands: and what can 
he have more but the kingdom? 

9 And Saul eyed David from that day and forward. 

10 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the evil spirit 


LESSON 4. APRIL 26. THE RISE OF DAVID 


1 Samuel 16:1 to 18:16; printed text, 18:5-16 


' Golden Text.—The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man looketh on the outward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.—1 Sam. 16:7 


from God came upon Saul, and he prophesied in the midst 
of the house: and David played with his hand, as at other 
times: and there was a javelin in Saul’s hand. 

11 And Saul cast the javelin; for hessaid, I will smite Da- 
vid even to the wall with it. And David avoided out of his 
presence twice. 

12 And Saul was afraid of David, because the LorpD was 
with him, and was departed from Saul. 

13 Therefore Saul removed him from him, and made him 
his captain over a thousand; and he went out and came in 
before the people. 

14 And David behaved himself wisely in all his ways; and 
the Lorp was with him. 

15 Wherefore when Saul saw that he behaved himself very 
wisely, he was afraid of him. 

16 But all Israel and Judah loved David, because he went 
out and came in before them. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 


HIS lesson reveais the mental and 
[spiritual decline of King Saul and 

the introduction and growing pop- 
ularity of David. One fact serves as 
a background to the entire series of 
events; God had ‘declared to Saul 
through the lips of Samuel that he was 
rejected as king of Israel and that the 
kingdom would be given to “a neigh- 
bour of thine, that is better than thou” 
(1 Sam. 15:28). 

This declaration preyed on Saul’s dis- 
traught, self-centered, and jealous mind. 
When he beheld young David’s physi- 
cal beauty, ability to attract men and 
elicit their loyalty, his physical courage 
and mounting popularity, the ruler 
went into a royal frenzy of frustration. 

But the same declaration had the op- 
posite effect ,on David’s career. He 
was the “neighbour” who would re- 
ceive the kingdom. God made a prom- 
ise (1 Sam. 15:28). David was chosen 
and anointed (chap. 16:13). It was 
then simply a matter of time before 
Saul would be eliminated and David 
would mount the throne. Saul might 
chafe at the bit and paw the earth with 
fury, but the purposes of the Lord 
would be inexorably fulfilled. 


Verse by Verse 

1 Sam. 18:5.—“. . . David went out 
whithersoever Saul sent him, ... be- 
haved himself wisely: . . . Saul set him 
Over the men of war, ... he was ac- 
cepted in the sight of all the people 

” David’s obedience and exemplary 
Conduct were rewarded. His promotion 
toa positign of military leadership was 
Popularly and universally acclaimed. 





«. 
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Verse 6.—“. . . when David was re- 
turned from the slaughter of the Philis- 
tine ... the women came out... sing- 
ing and dancing, to meet king Saul...” 
The occasion of this musical celebration 
was probably the close of the campaign 
against the Philistines, of which the 
slaying of Goliath was the turning 
point. Such dances were not uncom- 
mon. David himself, when king, danced 
joyously at the return of the ark of the 
Lord to his city (cf. 2 Sam. 6:12-14). 

Verse 7—“. . . the women answered 

.. as they played, ... Saul hath slain 
his thousands, and David his ten thou- 
sands.” This lilting chorus, put to a 
popular refrain, was heard across the 
land as women from city after city 
jubilantly echoed it. The singers were 
presumably expressing their joy over 
the victory rather than gloating in a 
comparison derogatory to Saul. 

Verse 8.—“. . . Saul was very wroth, 
. .. he. said, They have ascribed unto 
David ten thousands, .:.to me... but 
thousands: . . . what can he have more 
but the kingdom?” Saul’s anger was 
not the result only of envy or petulance. 
Before his eyes he was seeing the be- 
ginning of the fulfillment of Samuel’s 
prophecy (cf. 1 Sam. 15:28). Could 
this new popular hero be the king 
who would replace him? 

Verse 9—“And Saul eyed David from 
that day and forward.” Envy, sus- 
picion, and fear now marked the king’s 
attitude toward the young man, whom 
he began to regard as his rival for the 
throne. 

Verse 10.—*“. . . the evil spirit from 
God came upon Saul, . .: he prophesied 
... David played .. . as at other times: 
... there was a javelin in Saul’s hand.” 
God occasionally permits evil spirits to 
do their devastating work (see Job 


1:12; 2:6, 7). A spirit contributed 
to Saul’s mental derangement. The 
“prophesying” was the utterance 
of “strange, and doubtless incoherent, 
thoughts under the influence of the 
wicked spirit. 

Verse 11—*“. . . Saul cast the javelin; 
... he said, I will smite David .. . to the 
wall... David avoided . . . twice.” 
David, young and agile, escaped the 
spear thrust of the maddened king. 
The ruler’s mental tension had reached 
such an advanced stage that the harp 
chords no longer brought him relief, 
but rather infuriated him. 

Verse 12—“. . . Saul was afraid of 
David, because the Lord was with him, 
and was departed from Saul.” This 
was the crux of the matter (see 1 Sam. 
16:13, 14). The secret of Saul’s mental, 
temperamental, and moral declirie, and 
of David’s rise in popular esteem, was 
the relation of each to the Spirit of the 
Lord. 

Verse 13.—“Therefore Saul removed 
him from him, . . . made’ him his cap- 
tain over a thousand ...” The king 
did not dare to eliminate his young 
aide, whom in his heart he could not 
but admire. He demoted him instead 
(see 1 Sam. 18:5). 

Verse 14—“. . . David behaved him- 
self. wisely in all his ways; ... the 
Lord was with him.” To “behave” one- 
self is to act, or conduct oneself. The 
reason David acted thus was the pres- 
ence and help of God. This verse re- 
veals an interesting facet of David’s 
character: he could continue his “wise” 
conduct even when demoted. 

Verse 15—*. . . when Saul saw that 
he behaved himself very wisely, he 
was afraid of him.” David’s acceptance 
of his military rebuke increased Saul’s 
fear (see v. 12). Why? Because only 
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one who was obviously led of thé Spirit 
could act so humbly and wisely. Saul 
therefore concluded that David must 
indeed be approved of God as his suc- 
cessor to the throne. 

Verse 16—“But all Israel and Judah 
loved David, because he went out and 
came in before them.” The increasing 
popularity of the young man was due 
(1) to his worthy character, and (2) to 
the fact that in the performance of his 
military duties his virtues were on 
public display. 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. David’s anointing and promotion (1 


Sam. 16) 

2. David’s triumph over Goliath (chap. 
17) 

3. David, both loved and feared (chap. 
18: 1-16) 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Saul and Jonathan were father and 
son. They had the same lineage and 
background. Yet Saul feared David 
and sought to destroy him, while Jon- 
athan “loved him as his own soul” (1 
Sam. 18:1). How can these contrast- 
ing reactions be explained? © 

David was loyal and obedient to Saul. 
He played the harp at the royal com- 
mand. He instituted no revolt when 
Saul tried to smite him with-the javelin. 
He accepted his military demotion (v. 
13) without complaint. In all things 
he “behaved himself wisely” (vv. 5, 14). 
Yet Saul, although at first loving David 
(chap. 16:21), soon became envious and 
- suspicious of him. 

On the other hand Jonathan, who 

_ might with some reason have been 
jealous of David as of a young man 
who could deprive him some day of the 
throne, was drawn to him by a wonder- 
ful love. He made a covenant with 
the shepherd boy and presented him 
with his choicest gifts (chap. 18:3, 4). 
Later in lamenting Jonathan’s death 
David sang, “. . . thy love to me was 
wonderful, passing the love of women” 
(2 Sam. 1:26). 

The reason for the contrast is clear. 
David and Jonathan were knit to- 
gether in a bond concerning which Saul 
seemed to know nothing. Was it the 
bond of youth? To some extent per- 
haps. Was it the bond of courage? 
Both young men were exceedingly 
brave; but so was King Saul. No, the ce- 
menting bond was the common reliance 
of David and Jonathan upon their God. 
Saul put his confidence in valiant men 
(cf. 1 Sam. 14:52). But notice the con- 
duct of Jonathan and David. 

When Jonathan went out against the 
Philistines he uttered his declaration 
of faith: “There is no restraint to the 
Lord to save by many or by few” (v. 
6). His entire trust was in God. When 
David faced Goliath he voiced the same 
assurance: “§ come to thee in the name 
of the Lord of hosts, the God of the 
armies of Israel .. .” (chap. 17:45). The 
young men were knit together by the 
ties of their loyalty to, and dependence 
upon God. : : 

The “Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David” (chap. 16:13). But “the Spirit 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
8. April 19.—Saul’s Tragic 
Failure (Temperance). 
1 Samuel 14; 15; 31 
Next Week’s Lesson 


5. May 8.—David, King of 
IIE. wnecice Neacincabeteenaacll 2 Samuel 5; 6; 8 








of the Lord departed from Saul” (v. 
14). No wonder the king feared David 
while his son Jonathan, who shared 
David’s trust in the Lord, was strangely 
drawn to him. 


Topics for Development 

Love That Endures. David and 
Jonathan were bound to each other by 
the bond of unbroken love because the 
basis of their devotion was their re- 
lationship to God. True, both were 
personable young men, intrepid war- 
riors, and popular heroes. But good 
looks, courage, and popularity may fade. 
The passage of time and the fickleness of 
a crowd may have devastating results. 
Love grounded in the Lord never dies. 
Apply this principle to the marriage 
tie, to family, national, and interna- 
tional relationships. To be permanent, 
love for one’s fellow man must be 
rooted in love for God. And one can 
never really know the love of God 
until he has put his deathless trust in 
God’s Son. 


Divine Insight. . God’s discerning will 


determines His choices. “The Lord 
seeth not as man seeth; .. . the Lord 
looketh on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). 


The Almighty has His perfect plan for 
His creation. He chooses whom He 
will for the fulfillment of His pur- 
poses. This is the reason “not. many 
wise men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble, are called” 
(study 1 Cor. 1:26-29; cf. Rom. 9:10-13). 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. J. Woodbridge, Ph.D. 


OW many brothers did David have, 
and what was his position in the 
family? 

2. Name two ways in which the 
shepherd David had been prepared to 
defeat Goliath. 

3. On what was the ultimate con- 
fidence of Jonathan and David based? 

4. Why did Saul become envious of 
David? 

5. What noble characteristics does 
David display in this lesson? | 

6. How was the Spirit of God re- 
lated to Saul’s degeneration and David's 
advancement? 

7. What two evidences of love did 
Jonathan show toward David? 

8. How do we know that David 
loved Jonathan? 

9. Why did not Saul rejoice when 
he heard the women singing that he 
had “slain his thousands”? (1 Sam. 18: 
7.) 

10. What -was the effect of the evil 
spirit’s work upon Saul? 

(Answers on page 287) 
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Practical Applications 
“The Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David .. .” (1 Sam. 16:13); hence the 
young man’s mighty exploits. The de- 
gree in which believers are yielded to, 
and directed by the Holy Spirit de. 
termines their effectiveness for God, 
A giant’s sword was powerless against 
the sling and stone of a shepherd who 
trusted the Lord. 4 
Remember that “the Lord ooketh 
on the heart” (1 Sam. 16:7). Be sure 
that your heart is clean. God is not 
deceived by outward pretense or form. 
Pray that the Lord will enable you, 
like David, to behave yourself wisely 
not only before Him but also before men. 
Envy is the fruit of pride. 
not to it, child of God. : 
Are: you in love? Be sure that your 
devotion is “in the Lord.” 


Golden Text 

1 Sam. 16:7.—“The Lord seeth not as 
man seeth; for man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord look- 
eth on the heart.” Man’s insight is 
limited by the fact that he is finite, 
mortal, and sinful. Hence his judg- 
ments are often unreliable. God’s dis- 
cernment is not thus limited. His 
vision is precise and piercing, His 
knowledge unerring, and His decisions 
altogether true and right. 


ALTADENA, CALIF. 


we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HYMNS 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” 
“I Need Thee Every Hour” 
“Tt Hear Thy Welcome Voice” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our merciful Father, from whom noth- 
ing is hid and to whom all things are 
open, Thou knowest our hearts better 
than we do ourselves. Cleanse us from 
all sin, known and unknown to us, and 
make us fully set to please Thee in 
thought, word, and deed. Bless this 
lesson to us in making us understand 
the need of the heart’s being right in 
Thy sight. Keep us faithfully and daily 
feeding on Thy Word that its cleansing 
power may ever be at work in us. Deal 
graciously with those who have strayed 
from Thee and draw them to repent 
and trust the Saviour. Help the sick 
and sad, the needy and the troubled, 
overruling their trials to draw them to 
Thyself and to a life more in harmony 
with Thy will. Bless all the giving out 
of Thy Word in this and other lands and 
may its power to cleanse and renew 


those who trust the Saviour be at work - 


in many lives. Guide world leaders 
and those in authority in our own land 
that right and wise solutions to the 
vexing questions of our time’ may be 
found and followed. Bring in the reign 
of Thy Son on earth ‘that here as in 
Heaven Thy will may be done, for Thy 
great name’s sake. Amen. 


After the Lesson—Here is another 
Golden Text to remember—‘“Man look- 
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eth on the outward appearance, but the 
Lord looketh on the heart.” There can 
be much difference between appearance 
and reality. When we prayed just now, 
the outward appearance of most of us 
was one of reverent people praying to 
God. We bowed our heads, closed our 
eyes, and were quiet throughout the 
prayer as though we were making it 
our own. But were we? Or were our 
thoughts far from God? We seemed to 
be lifting our hearts to Him, yet we 
could have been thinking of all sorts of 
everyday matters and not have lifted 
one earnest thought to God. 

When I was a boy, two of the most 
unclean fellows I knew were sons of 
our Sunday school superintendent. Sun- 
days, in church and Sunday school, 
they were well dressed and well be- 
haved, fine lads to the outward ap- 
pearance. But, away from adult com- 
pany, their dirty talk shoeked and 
troubled me greatly so that I kept out 
of their company aS much as [I- could. 





LORD, MAKE ME 


PURE IN vee 


WORD 

DEED 
What do people think of us by our out- 
ward appearance and what does God 
think of us by what He sees in our 
hearts? He will judge us at last by 
what He knows of our hearts. If He 
sees much there that we would not 
want brought to light, we should re- 
pent and lose no time about turning to 
Jesus Christ who alone ean make and 
keep us pure within. 

Catcary, ALTA., CAN. 


ve 











The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And David went out whithersoever 
Saul sent him...” (1 Sam. 18:5).— 
Although King Saul owed his life to 
David, because of his victory over Go- 
liath, Saul made a servant of David! 


He sent him on various and dangerous » 


expeditions. And David, faithful serv- 


_ ant that he was, went uncomplainingly 


wherever sent and skillfully accom- 
plished all the assignments. 

David is a picture of the One, con- 
cerning whom the Father said: “Behold 
my servant” (Isa.. 42:1). The Father’s 
will was-His “meat” (John 4:34). That 
will took Him to the cross, where He 
died for our sins. He could truthfully 
Say, “I do always those things that 
please him” (chap. 8:29). 

Believers have been purged from 
dead works “to serve the living God” 


(Heb. 9:14). How are we _ behaving 
ourselves as His servants: “wisely,” or 
unwisely? 


Channing Pollock said: “The unhap- 
plest people I know are the idle people. 
I have seen them all over the world 


‘ chasing sunshine and currying the favor 


of head waiters. I have seen them at 
home, and in Algiers, and Palm Beach, 
and along the Riviera, planning silly 


_ 
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little socials, ‘petting their palates and 
stocking their wardrobes, trading scan- 
dals, nursing imaginary hurts, going in 
for pleasure of all sorts, and bored 
stiff!” 

“And Saul eyed David from that day 
and forward” (1 Sam. 18:9).—From the 
day that the songsters attributed tens 
of thousands to David, and only thou- 
sands to him, Saul kept his eye on David. 
He became jealous of him and wanted 
to be‘ rid of him. 

If Saul had had God’s glory at heart, 
he would gladly have admitted that 
the women sang the truth. 

One Sunday, a young and an old 
minister walked together on their way 
to.the places where they were going to 
preach—for the places were close to- 
gether. The older man said to the 
younger, “Brother, you will have a 
crowded church today!” “Truly,” said 
the younger, “they are greatly to blame 
who leave you and come to nie.” “Not 
so, dear brother,” said the older, “for a 
minister can receive no such honor and 
success in his ministry except it be 
given him from Heaven. 
Christ is preached, and that His in- 
terests are gaining ground, though my 
estimation in people’s hearts should de- 
crease; I am content to be anything, so 
that Christ may be all in all.” 

“, . the evil spirit from God came 
upon Saul, and he prophesied .. .” (1 
Sam. 18:10).—For a better understand- 
ing of this passage, one should read 1 
Samuel 16:13-23. In Old Testament 
times, the Holy Spirit came upon cer- 
tain persons for the accomplishing of 
the purpose of God in that person’s 
life. If the person became flagrantly 
disobedient, as King Saul did, the Holy 
Spirit departed from him. 

According to New Testament teach- 
ing, a person upon believing the Gos- 
pel is “sealed” with the Holy. Spirit of 
promise (Eph. 1:13). He may grieve 
the Spirit, but he cannot grieve Him 
away; for he is sealed “unto the day of 
redemption” (chap. 4:30). “Redemp- 
tion” here pertains to the redemption 
of the body (Rom. 8:23). It is possible 
for a believer to quench the Spirit’s 
activities within him, but he cannot 
quench Him out; for the Lord Jesus 
said, “He shall . . . abide with you for 
ever” (John 14:16). May we not grieve 
nor quench Him, but rather heed the 
exhortation to “be filled with the 
Spirit.” 

Regarding the word “prophesied” in 
our verse, Dr. R. Jamieson says: “The 
term denotes one under the influence 
either of a good or bad spirit. In the 
present, it is used to express that Saul 
was in a frenzy.” 

“.. and there was a javelin in Saul’s 
hand” (1 Sam. 18:10).—David recog- 
nized the symptoms of Saul’s frenzy 
and attempted to do as he had done 
before to quiet him. But as David was 
playing the harp before him, Saul seized 
the spear and hurled it at David, hoping 
to pin him to the wall with it. But 
David evaded him—not only once but 
twice! 

Saul perceived that the Lord was 


I rejoice that ° 
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with David, and feared and hated him 
the more for it. He could not stand 
the sight of David in the palace, so he 
disposed of him by making him cap-. 
tain over a thousand men. 

“And David behaved himself wisely 
in all his ways .. .” (1 Sam. 18:14) —He 
was skillful and. successful in all his 
undertakings. The secret of it all was, 
“the Lord was with him.” 

The Lord has promised to be with 
all who put their trust in Him. Never 
shall I forget the sweetness of that 
promise. I was walking a country road 
one hot summer day—feeling lonely 
and disappointed. I threw myself.down 
in the shade of a tree beside the road. 
Then from a distance came the notes 
of a piano—and what should be the 
song, but: “He promised. never to 
leave me; never to leave me alone!” 
My whole outlook was immediately 
changed for the better! 


Wawona, CaLir. 


ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, of all the Bible heroes, 

David was my boyhood favorite, 
and doubtless a universal favorite with 
the youth of the past three thousand 
years. It is good to have, beginning 
with this one, three lessons on David, 
shepherd lad, conquering king, and, poet 
psalmist. There is something so fine, 
so true, so upright about David from 
his boyhood on through life that one 
has to.admire him. True, he made mis- 
takes, serious mistakes, during his 
career, but he rallied in such a way as 
to be an inspiration to all of us erring 
mortals. Today, let us look at just one 
shining characteristic in our hero: his 
humility. “God hath sworn to lift on 
high who sinks himself by true hu- 
mility” (Keble). 

David had qualities that might have 
given him a sense of superiority. He 
had extraordinary musical talent. He 
played the harp so well and sang so 
well that his reputation spread abroad;° 
and even as a lad he was summoned to 
the. palace to play before the king. 
That was a high honor, but it did not 
“puff him up.” He was courageous and 
strong in times of danger, and single- 
handedly had slain a lion and a bear to 
protect his father’s flock. Any young 
fellow might have been proud of that. 
David knew in his youth that he was 
chosen of God to be king of Israel, but 
he patiently bided his time and awaited 
God’s direction of events. Meanwhile, 
he faithfully served the king. His slay- 
ing of the giant, Goliath, resulting in 
the rout of the powerful Philistine 
army, brought him more than ever into 
the limelight and gained for him the 
admiration of the nation;» and King 
Saul became very jealous and tried on 
several occasions to kill him. © Still, 
David behaved discreetly and God pro- 
tected him. : 

Humanly speaking, it was David’s hu- 
mility that saved him. If he had al- 
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lowed his ego to become inflated he 
could never have survived the praise and 
the adulation that was heaped upon 
him. Humility helps one to keep a 
proper balance, to see good in others, 
and to know one’s own weakness. 


Emerson is quoted as saying: “Every 
man I meet is my superior in some way. 
In that, I learn from him.” But we do 
not have to depend upon philosophers 
and poets for that brand of wisdom. 
Three thousand years before Emerson, 
Paul wrote the Philippians: “Let noth- 
ing be done -through strife or vainglory; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem 
other better than themselves,” and “Let 
this mind be in you, which was also in 
Christ Jesus: who, being in the form of 


God, thought it not robbery to be equal | 


with God; but made himself of no 
reputation, and took upon him the form 
of a servant, and was made in the like- 
ness of men” (2:3, 5-7). 

Fellows, if you want to’ go high, stamp 
on your egotism. 

“The higher a man is in grace, the 
lower he will be in his own esteem” 
(Spurgeon). 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1959 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 

a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 

Beneath the Outward Marks.—The 
Lord seeth not as man seeth; for man 
looketh on the outward appearance, but 
the Lord looketh on the heart (1 Sam. 
16:7, Golden Text). Dr. Lawes of New 
Guinea tells that he has seen and heard 
in New Guinea former cannibals at a 
prayer meeting. “I have heard savages 
pray,” he says; “men with tattooed 
marks on their chests that indicate 
that they were murderers, that their 
spears had tasted blood. I have heard 
them pouring out their prayers to God, 
as children holding converse with their 
Father, and I know that they have been 
taught by the Spirit of God.” The 
outward: marks remain. Once they 
were the man’s pride and glory, now 
he would give all he has to remove 
them. Though they can never be re- 
moved, though the outward man re- 
mains. the same, the inward man is a 
new creature, known and understood of 
God. The Lord who looks upon . the 
heart finds there the soul of a son— 
From the London Sunday School Times. 
Sent by the Rev. W. P. Shelley, Sun- 
bury, Pa. 


The Servant Doesn’t Choose His 
Field.—David went out whithersoever 
Saul sent him (1 Sam. 18:5). A wealthy 
American living in Paris was 
induced by friends to try for an ap- 
pointment as a “member of the Ameri- 
can Embassy in Paris. They told him 
it would give him more prestige and 
“help him greatly socially.” So he came 
to Washington and gained an audience 
with the President, during which he 
said, “I think that I could serve my 
country, perhaps, if I should have this 
appointment in ~Paris’—but the Presi- 
dent interrupted him, “My friend, a 
man desiring to serve his: country does 
not begin by saying where he is going 
to serve.”—From Record of Christian 
Work. Sent by Grace Robinson, Topeka, 
Kans. ; 


The Place of Honor.—And Saul was 
very wroth,...and he said, They have 
ascribed unto David ten thousands, and 
to me they have ascribed but thou- 
sands: and what can he have more but 
the kingdom? (1 Sam. 18:8.) A top- 
ranking British official in- the Orient 


‘entertained a sophisticated lady as his 


guest. It seems that the general’s as- 
sistant had seated this lady at the left 
of her host rather than the place of 
honor at the right. Having borne the 
matter as long as she could, the lady 
burst out, “I suppose you have great 








Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
mailing, subscription, business, circula- 
tion, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 








difficulty getting your aide-de-camp to 


seat your guests properly at the table.” 
“Oh, not at all,” replied the general, 
“Those who matter don’t mind, and 
those who mind don’t matter.”—From 
the Evangel. Sent by M. Irene Jury, 
Glendale, Calif. 


The High Art of Forgetting.—Saul 
was very wroth, and ... eyed David 
from that day and forward (1 Sam. 18; 
8, 9). Years ago I visited an old man 
on his deathbed. He was a man whom 


nobody liked—hard, sullen, and dour, 


He spoke to nobody, and made it per- 
fectly plain that he wished nobody to 
speak to him. In his youth a compan- 
ion had done him a grievous injury. 
“T’ll remember it,” he had hissed, “I'll 
remember it to my dying day!” And 
he did. But when his dying day actu- 
ally came_he realized that the rankling 
memory of that youthful wrong had 
soured and darkened his whole life. 
“I’ve gone over it every morning,” he 
moaned, “and I’ve thought of it every 
night. I’ve cursed him a hundred times 
each day. I see now that my curses 
have eaten into my soul. My hate has 
hurt nobody but myself. God knows 
it’s turned my life into hell!” It was 
true. There is such a thing as the high 
art of forgetting—-From “Drums of 
Dawn,” by Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Envy’s Bad Company.—And Saul eyed 


David from that day and forward (1 . 


Sam. 18:9). It is said that a man may 
be known by the company he keeps. 
Certainly the gravity of a sin may be 
known by the company it keeps in 
God’s Word. For instance, envy is con- 
sidered by man a comparatively re- 
spectable sin—if such a thing is pos- 
sible. Saul probably thought it quite 
excusable that he should envy David 
his popularity. But see where envy 
comes in Galatians 5:19-21: “The works 
of the flesh . .. are these; Adultery, 
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, 
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, 
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, 
heresies, envyings, murders, drunken- 
ness, revellings, and such like.”—Sent 
by Elisabeth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sus- 
sex, Eng. 


Not Man-Made.—And the Lord was 
with him (1 Sam. 18:14). It is related 
of a well-known literary man in Great 
Britain that he wrote once to Dr. Mar- 
cus Dods, proposing to advance his 
reputation, and telling how he _ had 
“made” one and another of the best- 
known writers of Great Britain. The 
sturdy preacher and teacher of Edin- 
burgh wrote back: “I note that you 
made —— and ——. God made me.” God 
is the only good maker. We shall make 
sorry work of ourselves, and the clever- 
est of men cannot make much of us. 
But God can take even such as we and 
make us like Christ—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustra- 
tion. 

Where Revenge Belongs.—And Saul 


cast the javelin; for he said, I will smite 
David even to the wall with it. And 
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* Lesson for April 26 








David avoided out of his presence twice 
(1 Sam. 18:11). When one has done us 
a wrong we are tempted to feel that 
we must have revenge upon him else 
justice will not be done. The Lord has 
said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” 
If. one has actually, wronged us we 
should pray for him as we are com-, 
manded to do. His need is great and 
his punishment will be great if he has 
this and other sins of which he has not 
repented. And remember that what- 
ever ill you may have suffered at his 
hands, you are far better off than he, 
for you have had your evil out of the 
transaction and his is yet to come. It 
is far better to have been wronged 
than to have done the wrong. Ask the 
Lord to put in your heart a real pity 
for the wrongdoer, then pray for him. 
—From Gospel Gleaners.. Sent by Mrs. 
A. E. Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 
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For Junior Téachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


David Serves the King 
(1 Sam. 16:19-23; 18:1-5) 


SE the following phrases (minus 
acrostic initial letters) for review: 
eeking donkeys 
nointed king 
nder orders 
ost kingdom 
Lost! Not donkeys! Can you solve the 
riddle of the missing letters? 

Saul lost the kingdom, but not right 
away. Just as King You still has charge 
of you even though you do a poor job 
of being king. But he was losing out 
all the time. When he disobeyed, God’s 
Holy Spirit left him. He had bad 
spells when an evil spirit tortured his 
mind. God chose a new king—a red- 
headed boy! David ruled his heart 
better than his kingly looking brothers. 
They fooled even prophet-judge Samuel 
by their good looks! But not God! 
“The Lord seeth not as man seeth; for 
man looketh on the outward appearance, 
but the Lord looketh on the heart (1 
Sam. 16:7, Golden Text). What does 
the Lord see when He looks in your 
heart? And yet, how did David look? 
(v. 12.) We think of donkeys in con- 
nection with Saul; what animals in 
connection with David? (v. 11; perhaps 
also 17: 34-36a.) 

David’s anointing to be king was a 
Secret affair. Imagine what-Saul would 
have done if he knew! Do you know 
what soothed his disturbed mind? 
Sweet music and songs of God. Who 
got the job of playing for him? (16: 23.) 
David, king-to-be, right in the palace 
with old King Saul, to learn the ways 
of court and the things he would need 
to know! And all the time he had to 
be humble and polite even to a foolish 
and wicked king, and not do one bit of 
bragging about himself! 

Then came war. Saul was off with 
the army. David was home on his old 


‘job in the pasture. His father sent him 


on an errand, and soon he was famous! 
Tom will tell that story for us (chap. 
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By Dr. W. L. Pettingill 


Author's greatest book. Thousands 7 
in use. Scripture answers to hundreds 
of questiong. 559 pages, only $4.00 
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2th ANNIVERSARY YEAR 


Rushing the Gospel to Russians and Others 


In 1934 the Slavic Gospel Association was organized through prayer under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit to evangelize Russians and others in Europe, South 
America, Australia, Alaska, Canada, and the United States. ‘ 


At the present time there are over 100 missionaries preach- 
ing the Gospel in 24 countries. New missionaries are ready 
to go to Europe, Alaska, Australia, and South America as 
soon as their support is pledged.. We are sending Bibles, New 
Testaments, and Gospel literature to Slavie countries and 
other parts of the world. Relief is being sent to sick, needy 
Christians in Europe. Over 60 weekly Gospel programs in 
Russian and Ukrainian are broadcast over 6 radio stations 
which are heard in many parts of the world, including the 

Slave countries. 





Peter Deyneka 
If the Lord should lead’ you to have fellowship in the work with us, send your 


ift to: 
git SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 
Peter Deyneka, General Director 
Dept. SST, 2434 N. Kedzie Bivd., Chicago 47, Illinois 
« In Canada, 14 Park Road, Toronto 5, Ont. 
Executive Committee: Charles Bodeen, Chairman; Torrey M. Johnson, Vice Chairman; 
Roy A. Strobeck, Treasurer; Lance Latham, Secretary; Irving M. Hedstrom; A. M. Veltman; 


Peter Deyneka. 
On request we will send you free our 25th Anniversary issue of the Slavic Gospel News. 


Order NOW Peter Deyneka’s new book MUCH PRAYER, MUCH POWER... $1.50 
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MASONRY INSERT 
BULLETIN BOARD SERVICE 


Dept. S, 426 No. Washington St. 
Marion, Indiana 











Wooden—Sold for $95 
ILLUMINATED 
BULLETIN BOARD INSERTS 


For Brick or Stone 
Church Signs 
® Wooden © Aluminum 
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® Stainless Steel 
Includes: 
® Inner Light Fixture 
® Inner Message Board 
© Church Name Plate 


Write today for quotation 
and further detailed information 
A CHILD 


WIN 4 ure 


Help us reach thou- 
sands in the Publie 
Schools with the Word 
of Life. 


Children’s Bible Mission, Inc. 


P. O. Box 1137, Lakeland, Fla. 
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Arizona XN 
WITH- CHRISTIAN NEIGHBORS N 


Ais conditioned comfort in summer, warm sun 
through the winter—what more could you ask? 
Your choice of a custom built home or a coopera- 
tive apartment in this Christian community. 

Sharon Gardens is a nonprofit project of the 
Arizona Bible Institute, Phoenix. Outdoor barbecue 
in the park, picnic tables, shuffle board and croquet. 
Prices range from $7,650 to $11,995. Utilities and 
maintenance fee including insurance only $20.00 
to $50.00 monthly. 

Come to see Sharon Gardens as our guest. Your 
room is reserved. Write in advance to let us know 
your plans. 





Illustrated brochure FREE—Write today! 


SHARON GARDENS 


3025-S WEST McDOWELL RD. PHOENIX, ARIZONA 
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17). David had the good crown-prince 
for his best friend. Do you know his 
name, and what gifts he gave David? 
(18:1-4.) David did his work for the 
king so faithfully that he itt promoted 
to general! (v. 5.) 

However, it wasn’t all easy and glori- 
ous going! David was in a danger spot! 
We will talk about his troubles next 
time. He was a good king over him- 


self, and in God’s right time he got to © 


be king over Israel. 

Now, like young King David, you 
are getting ready to be king over the 
life and work God has given you to do. 
We do not know yet what it will be, 
but God knows, and He has you in 
training for it. Let us compare your 
training with David’s. His started at 
home. (Picture of Bible family, or 
boy with sheep. Picture of modern 
child working at home.) When Father 
Jesse said, “Come,” David came; when 
he said, “Go,” David went (16:11, 12; 
17:17-22). Next, away from home, he 
prepared for future lifework. (Picture 
of David playing harp before king. Pic- 
ture of scholisoom David had a good 
friend. (Picture of David and Jona- 
than. Picture of modern friends.) 
David. loved God, God’s house, and 
God’s Book (Psas. 42:1, 2; 122:1; 119:97. 
Picture of Temple or scroll. Picture of 
church or Bible.) Read one of David’s 
songs every day this week (Psas. 1; 8; 
19; 23; 24;-119:9-16; 131; 133). “Wait on 
the Lord: be of good courage, and he 
shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I 
say, on the Lord” (Psa. 27:14, Memory 
Verse. Give each pupil a copy with 
his name prefixed.) 

Orono, MAINE. 
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) My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we have the third 

question and answer on the card, 
“Sin.” Question: 
found out?” Answer: 
sin will find you out.” 
Yes, sin is sure to be found out. But 
this verse means more than that. If a 
sin, such as jealousy, is not confessed 
and forsaken, it can get such a hold on 
its victim that his whole life is spoiled. 
Today’s lesson illustrates this. But first 
let’s have your news items: 


“Be sure your 
Numbers 32:23. 


SAUL INTRUDES INTO PRIEST’S OFFICE 


Completing reign of two years 
Saul sent word to Israel’s ears, 
sor bg nag choose for himself three thousand 


For ‘the Philistines had attacked again. 


The army gathered at Gilgal to wait 

For Samuel to come an offering to make; 

For seven days, they tarried there 

Until a longer wait Saul could not bear. 

Without God’s: consent he invaded the right 

Which by law belonged only to a Levite. 

At the end of Saul’s offering Samuel came, 

~— him that God said his son couldn’t 
reign. 


—Sandra 
JONATHAN SAVES ISRAEL 
The Philistines invaded Israel again 
as far as Michmash. King Saul 


gathered an army and camped at 
Gibeah. 


“Is sin sure to be | 
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The Philistine garrison was on top 


of a steep hill. Prince Jonathan, fol- 


lowed by his armor-bearer, climbed — 


up between the rocks to fight the 
Philistine army. He told his servant 
that God could save through a few 
people just as well as through’ many, 

God sent an earthquake to confuse 
the enemy, so the Philistines started 
fighting one another. When Saul re- 
alized that Jonathan was already 
fighting the Philistines, he gathered 
the rest of the army together and 
went after the Philistines, too. They 
won a great victory. It was the Lord 
who saved Israel that day from the 
Philistines. 

Jonathan was willing to risk his 
life for his country, because he knew 
God was with him.—Betty. 


You girls did very well! Here are 
suggestions for: news items to bring 
next Sunday: (1) David Chosen King 
by God—1 Samuel 16:1-13; (2) David 
Becomes Saul’s Musician—1 Samuel 16: 
15-23; (3) Philistine Giant Defies Army 
of Israel—1 Samuel 17:1-30; (4) David 
Kills Goliath—1 Samuel 17:31-58; (5) 
King Tries To Kill National Hero—1l 
Samuel 18: 1-16. 

Sandra’s poem reminded us of Saul’s 
disobedience to God, which lost him 
the kingdom. God sent Samuel to 
Bethlehem to anoint the man who was 
to be the next king .of Israel. Samuel 
was surprised that the Lord rejected 
the handsome elder sons of Jesse and 
chose the youngest, David. . But God 
said to him, “Man looketh on the out- 
ward appearance, but the Lord looketh 
on the heart.” Though David was only 
a shepherd boy, he was anointed king. 
Later, the Lord opened the way for him 
to stay in the palace where he could 
learn the ways of the court.- He was 
invited there to be Saul’s private mu- 
sician. Read the recommendation Saul’s 
servants gave him from 1 Samuel 16: 
18. David stayed with Saul till another 
war broke out with the Philistines. 

When Saul went to war, David was 
sent home as too young to be a soldier. 
He went back to care for the ‘sheep till 
his father sent him to the army with 
food for his soldier brothers. As he 
talked with his brothers, a giant named 
Goliath came out of the Philistine camp, 
demanding that an Israelite champion 
come to fight him. He said that if the 
Israelite champion could kill him, the 
Philistines would then become the 
slaves of the Israelites; but if he could 
kill the Israelite, the Israelites would 
have to be slaves of the Philistines! 
Beside Goliath, King Saul, the tallest 
Israelite, looked small, so no one dared 
to fight Goliath. 

David offered to go, having faith that 
the Lord could give the victory. The 
first stone from David’s slingshot en- 
tered the giant’s forehead, and he fell 
forward on his face., Then David cut 
off his head with his own sword. 

After that, Saul kept David with 
him. He loved David’s music, he ad- 
mired him for his courage and good 
conduct. All went well until one day 
—We'll read about it from 1 Samuel 
18:5-9. Jealousy was aroused in the 
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king’s heart and it stamped out all his 
love for David. Indeed, it grew so fast 
that the very next day Saul tried to 
kill David! Read verses 10-16. 

How Saul has fallen! From being a 
handsome, likable fellow, he has become 
a murderer in heart. All the rest of 
Saul’s life was spoiled by jealousy. If 
only he had repented and turned to 
the Lord, he would have saved David 
much trouble and himself great hu- 
miliation and distress. 

As it was, in spite of Saul’s persecu- 
tion, David became greater and greater. 
When Saul and Jonathan were killed 
in battle,. David became king just as 
God had ordained. Next Sunday we'll 
find out what sort of king David was. 





This quarter we are using the card “Sin,” 
20c a doz., and Emmy Lou Murphy’s 16 purple 
silhonettes, “Kings of Israel and Judah,” 75c 
a set, companion to her set, “Landmarks of 
Genesis and Exodus,” also 75c. These may 
be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, Ferndale, 
Wash. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ISOBEDIENCE is a sinful thing. 
And when one is disobedient to 
God, sin must be punished. 

King Saul, we learned last week, 
disobeyed God by not killing all of the 
enemies of God. God was so displeased 
at this that He told Saul (through 
Samuel) that his kingdom would be 
given to someone else (1 Sam. 15:26- 
28). Can you_imagine how sad Saul 
must have been? Like other kings he 








This Week’s Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 282) 


1. He was the youngest of eight sons 
(cf. 1 Sam. 16:10; 11). 

2. He had learned to use a sling and 
kill marauding animals, (cf. chap. 17: 
34-36) . 

3. On the power of the Lord (cf. 
chap. 14:6; 17:45). 

4. As the young man became in- 
creasingly popular (cf. chap. 18:7, 16) 
Saul suspected that he might be his 
divinely chosen successor. 

5. Obedience to his ruler, courage in 
battle, love for Jonathan—a possible 
competitor for the throne, and humility 
when demoted. 

6. The Spirit departed from Saul 
and came upon David (chap. 16:13, 14). 

7. He made a covenant with him 
and gave him valuable gifts (cf. chap. 
18:3, 4). 

8. The covenant sealed David’s love 
and his subsequent lament confirmed it 
(ef. 2 Sam. 1:26). 

9. Because they added that David 
had slain “his ten thousands.” 

10. It provoked him to increasing 
envy, drove him to the frenzy of mad- 
hess, and brought him to the border of 
insane rage. 
ALTADENA, CALIF. 
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My American Bible Society Annuity 
Agreement gives me a bigger, more secure 
income...and 1 do more for others 


1. You too can get a generous income immediately, as much 
as 7.4%, depending on your present age. 
2. You too can get a substantial deduction from your income tax— 
(because this annuity is partly a gift), and your income 
is largely tax exempt. 
3. You too can get the same return regularly as long as you 

‘ live—with no investment worry, no counsel fees, no safety 
deposit box to maintain, no coupons to keep track of. 
4. You too can help others by buying an Annuity Agreement, 
which aids the American Bible Society 
in its vital ministry of providing the 
Scriptures in 193 languages, in 60 
countries of the world. 
GET THIS ANNUITY that blesses you 
and mankind so richly. 


Prompt, full payments 
without fail 
for over a century 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
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Humor... Comfort... 
Inspiration... 
HOW LONG THE NIGHT 


by Claribel F. Dick 


A sensitive, autobiographical book re- 
sulting from a tragic accident that 
brought pain-filled days and nights. 
Written with delightful flashes of wry 
humor and warmly colored with ex- 
cellent poetry, the book is filled with 
genuine Christian insight and is an 
eloquent testimony to God’s healing 
ME aidan oo cine oh ie erscasaee $2.00 


THE JUDSON PRESS 
1703 Chestnut St., Phila. 3, Pa. 

















“HOW GREAT THOU ART” 


FREE COPIES of this greatly blessed hymn avail- 
able for churches, choirs, individuals. Enclose 
posiage. State number required. 
INDO-BURMA PIONEER MISSION 
Box 185, Toronto 7, Canada 
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FUTURE 
THAT 

COUNTS 






The lessons you teach today in 
your Sunday school may well deter- 
mine the whole future of your 
students. Because their future 
counts, select Union lessons for all 
departments of your Sunday school 
— from ‘beginners through adults. 

ASSU Bible-centered Sunday- 
school materials present the whole 
Truth of the Bible. The Gospel is 
emphasized and Christ is pre- 
eminent. 


Send for free sample materials today. 
DEPT. SM9 
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expected that when he died his .son 
Jonathan would become king. Do you 
suppose he cried when he learned that 
his kingdom would go to someone else? 
I think he did. 

In still another way God punished 
Saul for his disobedience. The Bible 
tells us that God’s Spirit left Saul, and 
the Lord allowed an evil spirit to come 
upon Saul (16:14, 15). Oh, I tell you it 
is a serious and dreadful thing to dis- 
obey God! 

We do not know exactly how the evil 
spirit affected Saul but it seems as if he 
was often like a man who has gone wild 
(insane). It does not pay to disobey 
God. 

The servants of Saul felt very sorry 
for their king. They thought perhaps 
that if he could hear some nice music 
it might help him. When they told 
Saul about it, he liked the idea. One 
of his servants said he knew a shep- 
herd who played the harp well. He 
knew, too, that David was one who 
loved the Lord with all of his heart. 
King Saul sent messengers to David’s 
father commanding: “Send me David 
thy son, the shepherd.” We do not 
know if David’s father knew that the 
king was mentally sick. But I am sure 
he was excited and happy when the 
king asked for his son. He loaded a 
donkey with food and sent it as a gift 
to King Saul. 

When the king looked at David he 
loved him immediately. He was a 
handsome young man. 

David played his harp for the king. 
Each time he did so the king seemed to 
feel better. The music soothed him. 
But he felt better only for a little while 
and then he was as bad or worse than 
before. Why? Because the music did 
not get to the root of his trouble. Saul 
had once loved and served God obe- 
diently. But when he disobeyed God, 
God’s Spirit left him and no amount of 
harp playing could help that, you may 
be sure. 

David became very well known by 
the servants of the king. He became 
known, too, by the people of the land. 
After he killed Goliath they had a big 
parade and shouted about how wonder- 
ful he was. Saul did not like that! He 
wanted the people to love him, their 
king, more than they loved David. But 
there was someone in Saul’s family 
who loved David—loved him as he 
loved his own soul. He was Jonathan, 
King Saul’s son.. Jonathan, the prince, 
loved David so much that he gave him 
his robe, his sword, and his famous bow 
which was his special weapon. By do- 
ing this Jonathan showed that he was 
glad that David would become the king. 
He was not jealous of him—not one 
tiny bit. Jonathan knew that it was 
God’s plan for David to become king. 
Not to honor the one who was one day 
to become king would be a form of 
disobedience. And who should know 
better than Jonathan, the son of King 
Saul, the awful consequences of disobey- 
ing God? 

The Bible tells us that Jonathan. came 
to love David more and more. He did 
everything he could to help David. In 


turn David did all that he could to 
serve the king. He served the king 
well. He obeyed the king. Because of 
this God loved David. God cared for 
David. And, as we shall learn next 
week, God honored David. As dis- 
obedience brings dishonor and punish- 


ment, so obedience brings honor and. 


reward. 
MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting. 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, April 26 


4. This Is My Church 
(Rom. 12:4, 5) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HE word “church,” as we find it in 
the New Testament, comes from the 


Greek word “ekklesia,” which means - 


literally “a called-out or assembled 
company of people.” In the Epistles the 
word “church” is used in two ways—to 
indicate the whole body of Christian 
believers of which there are many 
members (1 Cor. 12:20; Eph. 1:22, 23) 
and of which Christ is the head (Eph. 
4:15; 1:22); and also to designate a 
group of believers living in a special 
place, as “the churches of Galatia” (Gal. 
1:1), “the church of God which is at 
Corinth” (2 Cor. 1:1), and the like. 
Pd 

In modern usage we speak’ of the 
“church” (1) to include all true be- 
lievers who have accepted the Lord 
Jesus Christ as their Saviour and have 
become members of the family of God 
(John 1:12, 13); (2) the whole body of 
Christendom regardless of denomina- 
tion; (3) a particular denomination of 
the Christian church; (4) a particular 
group in a denomination, such as the 
Bethany Baptist Church, or the Ep- 
worth Presbyterian Church, and the 
like. The first of the above groups is 
an organism in which are only true be- 
lievers. The second, third, and fourth 
groups are man-made organizations and 
sometimes include among their mem- 
bership unbelievers. 

one : 

* Many of the principles set forth in 
the New Testament for the true church, 
the body of Christ, may or should be 
applicable to Christian denominations 
and to individual churches. But. be- 
cause this is not necessarily so, it be- 
hooves each individual Christian to 
make sure that. the specific church and 
denomination with which he _ aligns 
himself meets, just as far as is humanly 
possible, the standards set down in the 
Epistles for the true Church of God. 
For example, the true Church acknowl- 
edges the risen and glorified Christ as 
its head (Col. 1:18, 19), and earnestly 
seeks to do His will. A denomination 
or individual church that does not hold 
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as essential a belief in the Lord Jesus 


Christ as the unique Son of God, risen 
from the dead, and glorified cannot be 
a part of the true Church, and no 
Bible-believing Christian can therefore 
conscientiously be a member of such 
a denomination or church. A specific 
church or denomination that does not 
hold and teach forgiveness of and 
cleansing from sin through the shed 
blood of the Lord Jesus Christ cannot 
be a part of the true Church. An in- 
dividual church or denoiiination that 
does not obey the Lord’s command to 
carry the Gospel to the uttermost parts 
of the earth (1 Pet. 2:9-12) cannot be 
a member of the true body of Christ. 


se 


However, let us not take the position 
that, because there are some denomina- 
tions and some individual churches 
that do not qualify under the principles 
laid down in the Epistles for the 
Church, all are evil and to be con- 
demned. Nor is the fact that some 
unbelievers take shelter within the 
membership of a church to be made an 
excuse by believers for avoiding local 
church membership. Thank God there 
are still some denominations and some 
individual churches that hold, fast to 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith 
and are seeking to the best of their 
ability to follow and obey Christ and 
to measure up to His standards for the 
Church. We need to remember that 
even these are made up of imperfect 
and fallible Christians, such as you and 
I, but where such groups are seeking 
sincerely to follow the Lord, Jesus Christ 
and are believing and teaching His Word 
and looking to Him for the wisdom and 
strength to do this, they have a vital 
and important place as members of 
His body, the Church as a whole. 

Without true, individual churches 
there would not be in many places an 
opportunity to worship and to hear the 
Word of God explained and expounded. 
Without true churches it would be dif- 
ficult for many believers to observe the 
Lord’s command concerning the remem- 
brance of Him in the Lord’s Supper. 
Without true churclies it would be dif- 
ficult for many believers to carry out 
the Lord’s command concerning the 
taking of the Gospel to the uttermost 
parts of the earth. The true church 
gives opportunity for believers to ex- 
hort and help one another in the Chris-- 
tian life and to provide Christian fel- 
lowship which is so important in 
encouraging believers in their stand 
against the tide of influence exerted 
by evil and godless people in the work- 
aday world of today. True churches 
afford opportunity for Christian service 
that should be a blessing and a means 
of growth along the Christian way. 


ve 

Seeking God’s direction, let us choose 
carefully, then, the Christian group that 
we believe best exemplifies the ideal 
Christian church as described in God’s 
Word, and then let us give to it, in His 
Name, our prayer support and al- 
legiance and uphold it in every way. 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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“If God Will Be With Me” 
(Continued from page 276) 


“And the Lord leaned over it and said, 
I am the God of Abraham thy father 
and the God of Isaak. Fear not. To 
thee and to thy seed I will give the land 
in which thou art sleeping. .. . And lo! 
I am with thee watching over thee in 
all the way thou goest and I will bring 
thee back to this land: for I will not 


leave thee until I have done all that I . 


have spoken to thee. . . . And Jacob 
made a vow saying, If the Lord God 
will be with me and watch over me in the 
way in which I am going and give me 
bread to eat and raiment to clothe me 
and bring me back safely to my father’s 
house, The Lord shall be my God.” 

The thought of God’s “watching over” 
us is still comforting to us today. “For 
whatSoever things were written afore- 
time were written for our learning, that 
we through patience and comfort of 
the scriptures might have hope” (Rom. 
15:4). 

ve 


Revival or Destruction—Which? 
(Continued from page 278) 


Intercessory prayer was the very cen- 
ter and cornerstone of the revival un- 
der Mr. Finney. He said: 

“Not only were prayer meetings 
greatly multiplied and fully attended, 
not only was there great solemnity in 
those meetings, but there was a mighty 
spirit of secret prayer. Christians 
prayed a great deal—many of them 
would spend hours in private prayer.” 

Then came the great awakening of 
1857. It, too, came in answer to in- 
tercessory prayer. Great daily prayer 
meetings were held in New York, Chi- 
cago, Philadelphia, and other cities. 
In his “History of American Revival,” 
Mr. Beardsley says: 

“Reporters were detailed to narrate 
the progress of the meetings. Startling 
headlines called the attention of the 
public to the latest ‘Revival News’ of 
the day, and, for the time being, crim- 
inal trials, politics, casualities, ete., were 
overshadowed by the remarkable re- 
ligious interest which had been awak- 
ened. At one time the New York dailies 
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published several extras filled with ac- 
counts of the progress of the work in 
various parts of the land.” 

In speaking of the numerical results 
of the revival of 1857, Dr. Beardsley 
says: “For a period of six to eight 
weeks, ‘when the revival was at its 
height, it was estimated that fifty thou- 
sand persons were converted weekly 
throughout the country, and as the re- 
vival lasted for, more than a year, it 
becomes evident that the sum total of 
conversions reached a figure that was 
enormous. Conservative judges have 
placed the‘ number of converts, in this 
great spiritual awakening, at five hun- 
dred thousand.” : 

As we all know, our country is in a 
terrible condition morally at the pres- 
ent time. The awful crime waves, the 
corruption in places high and low, the 
licentiousness throughout our land, and 
the evils of every kind make us a 
stench in the nostrils of God. Speaking 
through the Prophet Ezekiel, God said: 
“And I sought for a man among them, 
that should make up the hedge, and 
stand in the gap before me for the 
. land, that I should not destroy it: but 
I found none” (22:30). Are we will- 
ing to stand in the gap for our country 
today to keep it from being destroyed? 

Recently I received a letter from a 
man in Pakistan. He told how they 
have an all-night prayer meeting once 
a month to pray for revival in Pakistan. 
That letter made a tremendous im- 
pression on me. I thought it most re- 
markable that in far-off Pakistan they 
are having all-night prayer meetings 
each month to pray for revival and for 
a great outpouring of God’s Spirit, 
when here in America we are in ten 
times more’ danger of destruction than 
Pakistan! 

Just as this article was about to be 
‘concluded, I was delighted to learn of 
the monthly all-night prayer meetings 
that are now being held in a famous 
church in London—St. Paul’s Church, 
Portman Square, London, W..C. 1, Eng- 
land. Dr. J. Stuart Holden was a 
former pastor of this church. He was 
a prominent evangelical and spiritual 
minister, who preached the Gospel with 
power both in Great Britain and 
America. 

Such prayer meetings carry us back 
to the all-night prayer meetings held 
by John Wesley and his associates. 
These prayer meetings were the well- 
spring of the great revival under Wes- 
ley that “changed the history of the 
British Isles.” : 

Surely if we could have hundreds 
of all-night prayer meetings in America, 
we might well see another spiritual 
awakening that would change the his- 
tory of our beloved land and save us 
from destruction. 

Will not each one who reads these 
lines pray that the Lord will show you 
what part you should have in ‘starting 
or co-operating in an all-night prayer 
meeting in your church or community 


or city? The Lord will richly bless 
and reward you! 
Finally, one more very important 


word. Only a limited number of those 
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who read these lines will be able to 
start or-to attend an all-night prayer 
meeting for revival. But all of you 
can have a very real and definite part 
in bringing revival to our land, in one 
or both of two ways: 

First, you can spend five or ten or 
fifteen minutes daily in earnest inter- 
cession for another mighty outpouring 
of God’s Spirit upon our land. And 
the Lord will revive your own soul 
as well as give you a real and definite 
share in bringing to pass another spir- 
itual awakening. 

Second, you can start or attend a 
cottage prayer meeting. for revival to 
be held at a suitable time in your 
home or in a church. In this way also 


you will be having a very real part in 


helping to bring to pass another mighty 
revival and in saving our land from 
destruction in this critical and crucial 
hour. 


PHILADELPHIA. 


“Let God Be True” 
(Continued from page 279) 


bodily resurrection shall be indisput- 
ably confirmed by the sight of the nail- 
marks in His hands. 

It seems fitting to tefer to one more 
serious error that we find in the teach- 
ings of the Jehovah’s Witnesses move- 
ment. This takes us back to error No. 
1,.viz., their teaching on the fact of sin, 
Salvation from it, and the consequences 
of not being saved from it. 


7; THE DENIAL OF THE BIBLE 
DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL PUNISHMENT 


This is a full-sized subject in itself. 
Who was‘ it who taught and talked 
more about hell than any other speaker 
recorded in the Bible? None other 
than Jesus Christ Himself! He who 
personally drank the awful contents of 
the cup of God’s holy indignation 
against sin spoke more of hell than He 
did of Heaven. Surely His bearing of 
that frightful penalty in His own body 
and being would be sufficient ground 
for our believing that He meant exactly 
what He said. The love that led Him 
to bear such agony for a lost human 
race could not possibly deceive the ob- 
jects of His love by exaggeration and 
overstatement. 

Consider the legal verdict of Pilate 
as, in his capacity of magistrate, he 
declares, “I find no fault in him.” Then 
let us visualize that dramatic scene in 
Pilate’s judgment hall as the sinless 
Son of God stands before His fallible 
human judge. The Pharisees have ac- 
cused Jesus of lying blasphemy. Their 
charge against Him is essentially the 
same as they leveled at Him earlier in 
His ministry when, as John 5:18 records, 
they accused Him of making Himself 
equal with God: They charge Him with 
a lie of the worst kind. 

Truth, it seems, was rare in Pilate’s 
day. As Pilate ¢ross-examined his 
unique Prisoner, Jesus spoke to him of 
truth. Cynically Pilate asked, “What 
is truth?” (John 18:38.) Yet a few 









minutes later he pronounced this legal 
verdict, “I find in him no fault at all.” 
And Pilate said this twice! i 

Pilate’s legal mind, unclouded by the 
rage and bias of religious prejudice 
that filled the Pharisees, told him that 
for the first time in his life he faced 
one in whom there was not the faintest 
trace of a lie. Pilate stood in a: tight 
place. He knew that the Man before 
him was not only blameless—He was 
faultless! fe 

Now we appeal to the good sense of 
folk who say that the Bible does not 
teach eternal punishment. Not only 
did Jesus Christ speak more of hell in 
the Scriptures .than anybody else, but 
He who named Himself “the truth” 
(John 14:6), also spoke in the plainest 
and most unmistakable terms of the 
awfulness of hell. He called it “ever- 
lasting punishment.” How could such 
a Person, truly sinless in Himself, so 
speak of hell, if He did not mean just 
what He said. Oh, reader friend, how 
carefully must we consider the nature 
of this presumption by which sinful 
human’ minds would dare to try to 
“interpret” and “clarify” the plain 
words of the Son of God as He warned 
men to flee from the wrath to come! 

May no reader of this article consign 
himself or herself to the awful experi- 
ence of facing Him who, as the Truth, 
is qualified to be the Judge of all the 
earth, and to hear Him say to you, “De- 
part from me into everlasting fire.” 
In that appointed moment He and you 
will be face to face. And, of the two, 
one will be found “a liar” (Rom. 3:4). 
Will that one be He? Impossible! “... 
and all liars, shall have their part in 
the lake which burneth with fire and 
brimstone: which is the second death” 
(Rev. 21:8). 





Mr. Murray’s two articles may be had in a 
booklet at 5 cents a copy, 25 copies for $1, 
from Prairie Book Room, Three Hills, Alberta, 
Canada. ‘ 


THREE Hits, AtTA., CAN. 
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With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 





Atlas of the Early Christian World. 
By Professor F. van der Meer and Pro- 
fessor Christine Mohrmann, Translated 
from the Dutch and edited by Mary 
F. Hedlund, M.A. (Oxon.) and H. H. 
Rowley, M.A. D.Litt, DD. LLD., 
F.B.A. (Thomas Nelson & Sons, New 
York 17; $15.) 

The authors are eminent European 
scholars. Professor van der Meer is a 
professor at the Roman Catholic Uni- 
versity of Nijmegen and an outstand- 
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ing art historian and’ authority in the 
Netherlands on things medieval. Chris- 
tine Mohrmann is an expert on the 
language and writings of the early 
Church Fathers. They have produced 
an atlas that offers much more than a 
collection of maps. There are maps— 
42 of them in six colors, original com- 
pilations by Professor van der Meer 
based on his own research and knowl- 
edge of the formative centuries of the 
Christian church. They show the di- 
visions of the Roman Empire, from the 
time of Diocletian, the locations of the 
earliest churehes, the distribution of 
Christianity by A.D. 300, the locations 
of the churches in the second, third, 
fourth, fifth, and sixth centuries with 
Separate maps showing the names and 
locations of the Christian writers in 
each of these periods. There are maps 
showing the locations of early Christian 
monuments and of the memorial 
churches of the martyrs, and of holy 
places. There is a map of early Chris- 
tian Rome from A.D. 800 to 800, and 
of Jerusalem. from A.D. 500 to 700, 
early pilgrim routes, and early mo- 
Nastic settlements, and many ether maps 
relating to the first seven centuries. 

However, in addition to the wealth 
of excellent maps, there are some 614 
gravure plates, many of which are here 
published for the first time, illustrating 
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all facets of early Christianity. There 
are portraits of Christ, of baptism, the 
Eucharist, burial, and church architec- 
ture as they appear on sarcophagi, seals, 
stele, in the catacombs, on frescoes, and 
in mosaics in the major centers of early 
Christianity, such as. Rome, Milan, Ra- 
venna, ‘Christian sites in Greece, Syria, 
Africa, and the like. These illustra- 
tions are accompanied by a commen- 
tary text consisting of captions for the 
ijlustrations showing the origin, con- 
tent, date, and source of the object il- 
lusitrated; the authors’ commentaries 
giving the historical and geographical 
background and the themes that the 
objects illustrate; selections from the 
writings of the first six centuries that 
are intended to reveal the attitudes, 
beliefs, and motives behind the works 
illustrated, as seen by contemporary 
eyes. There are comprehensive indices 
of persons, places, and things that make 
the contents of the volume readily ac- 
cessible. The book is bound in sturdy 
buckram with gold lettering, and meas- 
ures 10% by 14 inches by % of an 
inch thick. 


Worship Services for Junior Highs. 
By Alice Anderson Bays. (Abingdon 
Press, Nashville 2, Tenn., $3.) Inter- 
mediates need specialized teaching and 
the author once more endeavors to an- 
swer the challenge of this group. Thirty- 
five programs are worked out in three 
divisions: “God Speaks to Us,” “God 
in Our Lives,” and “Around the Year 
With God.” Each lesson begins with 
an organ prelude (one of which is an 
Ave Maria!), a call to worship, a hymn 
and responsive readihg. Prayers and 
poems are offered both before and after 
the story feature. A sample lesson for 
Race Relations Sunday uses Psalm 92, 
the hymn, “God of the Strong, God of 
the Weak,” a Bible selection read re- 
sponsively with a poem on brotherhood, 
and the story of baseball star, Jackie 
Robinson. The conservative . teacher 
will hardly wish to usé all the material, 
particularly such poems as “Gather Us 
In, Thou Love,” and “I Believe in Man.” 
But there is a great deal that can be 
helpful. Some of the narratives are ex- 
cellent, notably “God’s Troubadour” 
(Charles Wesley) and the Lives of Car- 
ver and Florence Nightingale.. Excel- 


lent also is the fiction, which includes . 


“The Blond Soldier,” a story with Scrip- 
ture background. And there are many 
well-told Bible narratives. But since 
church history flames with Spirit- 
lighted personalities, it seems a pity to 
give plate to such as Franklin, Jeffer- 
son, Kagawa, and Bob Wright, who, 
although moral men, had little or no 
real Christian experience. A _ playlet/ 
“Son of Stephen,” that closes the vol- 
ume holds an unforgettable message on 
forgiving one’s enemies. 


The Pastoral Epistles. By Homer A. 
Kent, Jr., Th.D. (Moody Press, Chi- 
cago 10; $4.25.) The professor of 
New Testament at Grace Seminary has 
written a helpful and enlightening com- 
mentary on three often-neglected books 
of the New Testament. This is stimu- 
lating reading, and. while there are 
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frequent references to the Greek lan- 
guage, these will not confuse or discour- 
age the lay reader. The author has not 
avoided problems, and the solutions he 
offers are presented with care and 
clarity. He defends ably the Pauline 
authorship of the letters on. which he is 
commenting. He is conversant with the 
varying interpretations that beset the 
Pastoral Epistles. As to particular 
points: “saved through child-bearing,” 
he interprets as a referénce to salvation 
through the incarnation of Christ, as 
promised to Eve (this after rejecting 
three other views); “husband of one 
wife” is taken to mean that anyone 
divorted is ineligible for the eldership 
(this after four other. views are con- 
@sidered); and “Saviour of all men” is 
understood as having a temporal refer- 
ence to the unbeliever and an eternal 
one for the saint. In the instances 
where this reviewer disagrees with, the 
author, he has the feeling that, Dr. 
Kent is making an honest effort to 
interpret the text to which he is com- 
mitted as the inerrant Word of God. 


vg 


Children at Home 


Jerry's New Job 
By Joyce Christensen 


668 WISH I was as big as you,” Jerry 
grumbled, as he and big brother 
David were walking home from church. 

“Why?” David asked, smiling. 

“So I could have a job in church, 
too,” Jerry answered. “You sing in 
the choir, Mother teaches Sunday school, 
and Dad is an usher. Everybody in 
our family does something except me. 
It will be a long time before I am big 
enough to have a job!” 

“Well, I don’t know about that,” 
David said, thoughtfully. “Do you 
know what a missionary does?” 

“Of course! A missionary teaches 
people about God and Jesus,” Jerry 
replied. “People who never heard of 
Jesus, in Africa and other faraway coun- 
tries.” 

“That’s right,” David said. “But there 
are children everywhere who don’t 
know. and love God and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, as we do. Don’t you know any- 
one who doesn’t go to'Sunday school?” 

Jerry thought a minute. “We-l-l, I 
think so. You know that new family, 
the Larsons who moved in across the 
street?. Johnny Larson is my age, and 
he has never been to Sunday school.” 

“There you are!” David exclaimed. , 
“If you ask Johnny to go to Sunday 
school with you, won’t you be doing 
missionary work?” 

“T never thought of it that way be- 
fore!” Jerry’s face brightened. “I 
think I’ll go over right after dinner and 
ask him.” ; 

Jerry found Johnny playing with his 
puppy in the Larsons’ back yard. ‘ 
' “Yes, I’d like to go with you,” Johnny 
said. “Let’s go tell Mother.” 


Dd 
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“That's a fine idea!” Mrs. Larson ex- 


claimed, smiling. “I’m glad Johnny 
will have a friend to go with. Now 
why don’t you two go over to the park 
for a while, and I’ll have some cookies 
and milk waiting when you get back.” 

When Jerry returned home that after- 
noon, he told David what Johnny had 
said. 

“Now I have something to do like the 
rest of you,” Jerry declared. “And 
being a missionary is the most impor- 
tant job of all!” 

GLENWOOD, MINN. 


ve 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued ty the International 
Sunday School sson Committee. 


April 20 to 26 


Mon., Apr. 20.—1 Sam. 16:1-13. 
Samuel Seeks a King. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Samuel took the 
horn of oil, and anointed him [David] 
in the midst of his brethren: and the 
Spirit of the Lord came upon David 
from that day forward.” Samuel looked 
wholly to God for wisdom for his diffi- 
cult task of finding and anointing God’s 
chosen king. God showed Samuel how 
to perform his difficult and dangerous 
task. You, too, may have a very dan- 
gerous task to perform. Pray to God 
for the guidance you need; and to give 
you wisdom promised (Jas. 1:5). 


Tues., Apr. 21.—1 Sam. 16:14-23. 
David Serves Saul. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “And. David came 
tq Saul, and stood before him: and he 
loved him greatly; and he became his 
armourbearer.” God always prepares 
men He intends to use in His work. 
Note that the particular providences in 
David’s life and service came because 
“the Spirit of the Lord came upon 
David.” Has God begun to show you 
special favors? Then depend upon it 
that you shall have more of them as 
you walk in His truth for “no good 
thing will he withhold from them that 
walk uprightly” (Psa. 84:11). Pray to 
walk with God that your daily life 
will show new and wonderful tokens 
of divine favor. 


Wed., Apr. 22.—1 Sam. 17:1-11. 
Goliath Defies Israel. 

‘PRAYER SuGcestTions: “And the Phi- 
listine said, I defy the armies of Israel 
this day; give me a man, that we may 
fight together.” Pride caused Goliath’s 
downfall. He was proud of his name, 
fame, and gods (see v. 43). That Valley 
of Elah became the stage upon which 
one of the world’s most moving spec- 
tacles was portrayed. In your battle 
between Light and Darkness count upon 
God to give you victory, even against 
tremendous foes. “When the énemy 
comes in like a flood” pray God to give 
you marvelous victories. The Lion of 
Judah can break every chain, and give 
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you the victory again and again. Pray ° 
for spiritual victories in home and 


church. 


Thurs., Apr. 23.—1 Sam. 17:19-27. 
David Visits the Army. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David ... ran 
into the army, and came and saluted 
his brethren. And .. . behold, there 
came up the champion,_the Philistine 
of Gath, Goliath by name, out of the 
armies of the Philistines, and spake ac- 
cording to the same words: and David 
heard them.” A divinely ordered prov- 
idence it was. God’s man David was 
in his God-chosen place at the very 
time a work for God needed to he done. 
Fit into God’s plans in your battle be- 
tween Light and Darkness. Be a vessel 
meet for the Master’s use. Pray that 
you may be filled and led by the Spirit 
for the doing of marvelous things for 
God and souls. 


Fri., Apr. 24.—1 Sam. 17:31-40. 
David Approaches Goliath. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Then said 
David to the Philistine, Thou comest 
to me with a sword, and with a spear, 
and with a shield: but I come to thee 
in the name of the Lord of hosts, the 
God of the armies of Israel, whom 
thou hast defied” (v. 43). Trust not in 
bow and spear and shield. Hope fully 
and entirely in God. God always hon- 
ors faith. Victory over the world, the 


flesh, and the Devil is thereby assured. ~ 


Read the eleventh chapter of the Book 
of Hebrews. Take heart. “Be strong 
in the Lord, and in the power of his 
might” in present difficulties. Pray for 
more experience of the power of Jesus’ 
name. 


Sat., Apr. 25.—1 Sam. 17:41-51. 
Goliath Slain. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “David prevailed 
over the Philistine with a sling and 
with a stone, and smote the Philistine, 
and slew him; but there was no sword 
in the hand of David.” Victory over 
spiritual foes must be by faith in God 
who worketh all in-all. The reason we 
see so few victories in the spiritual 
realm these days is undoubtedly due 
to the fact that the weapons of our 
warfare are carnal instead of spiritual 
(2 Cor. 10:3-6). Pray that you may 
know God as your strength, shield, and 
all in all. 


Sun., Apr. 26.—Psa. 3. 
e Secure in the Lord. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “But thou, O 
Lord, art a shield for me; my glory, 
and the lifter up of mine head.” Have 
you learned that it is better to trust in 
the Lord than to put confidence in 
man? It is a great thing to know God 
in all the ways in which He desires to 


be our Helper. Dwell upon the phrases . 


David employs in the Psalms concern- 
ing God our Help.- Read, mark, and 
appropriate them. God can make much 
more out of your time, money, and 
service than you can in your native 
wisdom. Pray that you may know God 
as the lifter up of your head, your 
burden-bearer, and your provider and 
protector. 














